Co-operative Championship 1

Gateshead Thunder v Oldham Roughyeds - Sunday 30th June, kick off 3pm
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Awarm welcome to all visitors to Filtrona
Park whether you are home or

travelling support and to what | hope is an
open and exciting game. We

should now be used to playing in South
Shields and again have to express our
thanks for the use of the facilities.
Whether we will be back at Gateshead
before the Season ends remains to be
seen. Indeed what our future is at the
International Stadium remains somewhat
uncertain but, hopefully, the next

few weeks will provide some answers,

We expect a hard game again today from
visitors who are enjoying a good

season. Our own form remains
disappointing with too many close
encounters

but all ending in defeat. Losing by one
point, three points or four points

is still losing and that winning habit is still
hard to acquire. Scoring

fifty two points looks impressive but when
the opposition score fifty five

it takes something away from our
attacking strength. The talent remains in
the team and certainly there can be no
complaint about effort, we just that

little more to see us move up the league
table, which is not beyond our

capability. Incidentally for those who
collect statistics it is five years

since we last scored fifty or more.

On the wider front the Rugby League
World Cup is not far away and and what
promises to be a great showpiece for our
game. Our code of Rugby needs a

higher profile and whilst Sky certainly
give the game great coverage the

same cannot often be said of the rest of
the media. Press coverage on the
national scene is often woeful and the
class divide between the two codes

is still evident. Many who criticise us have
never experienced a live game

or realise that it is tries that win matches
not penalty goals often won in
circumstances that few understand. So
why not do your bit for the game, and
Thunder, by bringing a friend to the next

ISscomments -

home game, a friend or even two
who have not experienced live Rugby
League. They will probably be surprised.

The Season is rapidly moving towards the
end, a strange situation before the

end of June. Hardly making good use of
‘Summer Rugby' but we remain at the
whim of the controlling powers. The
proposals for the restructuring of the
leagues look a little confusing and
contrived to say the least, and | remain

to be convinced that they will do much for
our game. They do pose a great

threat to Thunder and we do need to
ensure that we move away from the
bottom

positions that have been our place for too
many seasons. However, that is

next year and in the meantime and
especially today enjoy your Rugby.

Bill Midgley OBE
Chairman.
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Road Marking Solutions

Jack Coupe & Sons Limited provide road marking solutions
across the United Kingdom through our specialist contracting and
manufacturing divisions based in County Durham and Hampshire.
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Hello and welcome to Filtrona Park.
Our recent games have certainly
been entertaining for the neutral
but not too good for my mental
health and fast changing colour of
hair. We have shown for large
periods that we are more than
capable of matching any team in
the competition just not able to
finish a team off. Being at the half
way stage of the league campaign
I’'m not happy with our return in
points to date. The week without a
game has given myself, Michael
and Mark an opportunity to review
the progress of the squad and
assess areas to strengthen for the
remainder of the year. At this point
in writing we are currently speaking
to six players and hope to have at
least two or three on board by the
time of kick off today.

| have recently been watching a lot
of both junior and senior rugby in
the North East. It's great to see the
number of former players
continuing to progress with their
respective clubs having taken the
experience they gained to help
them excel in the conference
competitions. The junior clubs are
now seeking playing opportunities
not just within the region but are
going to the heart lands in
Yorkshire and Cumbria to test
themselves against established
clubs and coming away with some
fantastic results. Although we only
have Andy Kelly in the region as a
full time member of the RFL staff
the game is continuing to gather
momentum. All clubs need to pull
together and keep on playing
games no matter the numbers or
who they are playing against. If we
stop playing games through fear of
getting beat then why play at all?
From time to time | work with the
Scholarship and Academy squad
based at G.1.S to help the players
develop but also give advice to the
coaches. The attitudes and
enthusiasm from Michael Heap,
Jordan Robinson, Lee Carbutt, Karl
Stephenson and Rob Jones is
second to none. | know there will be

g
Brack™

Office Solutions

others out there that show the
same passion for the North East.
The message is simple; If all the
clubs show a common interest in
developing the region then the
region will become self-sufficient
and continue to grow and eventually
produce players of Super League
standard.

Onto today's game and our
opponents Oldham. We have now
played the Roughyeds twice and
haven’t come away with a win. | was
very encouraged by the first game
we played however felt let down in
our second outing especially with
the first 25 minutes we produced in
our league encounter. We know
enough about the threat they pose
in the pack and playmakers. It is
simply down to us whether we will
counter these threats and put
together a floorless performance
which is needed to defeat one of the
best teams in the competition.

Right | better get back to the day
job of marking assessments and
writing reports for the end of term.

Hope you enjoy the game.

Kevin

With over 20 years experience in selling office stationery supplies,
office furniture supplies, school educational supplies, and promotional
print, Brack Office Solutions are experts in everything from plain A4
paperto the latest designer executive office chairs.

We recognise how much time and money our customers can save by
having a single supplier for their full range of office supplies, and sowe
work hard to make sure we offeranything and everything abusiness
could need.

, @BrackOffice 'WWW| www.brackofficesolutions.co.uk

LEY'S GHALLENGE

TO BOOK TICKETS CALL 0844 856 1113
OR VISIT RUGBYLEAGUETICKETS.CO0.UK

CHALLENGE CUP
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Hi everyone and welcome to today’'s game at
Filtrona Park. | hope all the Oldham players,
fans and staff had a safe trip down.

We come into today’s game on the back of a
disappointing defeat against Rochdale and
unfortunately | keep finding myself saying the
same things. If | keep saying the same things
then why don’t we fix it you might ask, well if we
knew that it would be easy! We turn up every
week and work hard in training; we prepare well
and head into the game with confidence from a
solid week. For some reason we keep
performing well below what | believe we as a
team are capable of and unfortunately there is
no easy explanation as to why but all | can say is
we are working hard to put things right. There is
nobody who wants to see success back at

Championship One - Table

Gateshead Thunder more than me and | just ask
that you stay patient with us, again!

Oldham has been playing some great stuff
recently and | expect nothing less today. This will
be the third time we have played them this year.
The first time we played them we did okay and
staged a pretty good fight back towards the end
but we still came out second best. The second
time we played them we didn't really turn up
and subsequently we got punished for it. I'm
hoping for a better performance from the lads
today, we have to stand up in the middle against
a big Oldham pack.

So on more of a positive note with every game
comes an opportunity. We have the chance to
pull together and prove the doubters wrong.
After all we still have the best fans in rugby
league! :

Lastly | would just like to wish Chris Hood all the
best for the future. As you will all be aware he is
leaving the club to focus on his new business
JamesGrace Consultancy. Good luck mate and
thanks for your efforts.

| hope you all enjoy the game and I'll catch up
with you after.

Over and out,

Jason.

P
North Wales Crusaders 9
Oldham RLFC 9
Rochdale Hornets 9
Oxford 9
Hemel Stags 9
London Skolars 9
South Wales Scorpions 9
Gateshead Thunder 8
Gloucestershire All Golds 9

NV 0NN 0T WON =

c—-;\mmmm@ooi
(— JON — M — O — i — N — I — B — T — A = |
VNN OW-=T

THE WARE ROOMS?

Whatever the occasion, =,
is the ultimate party venu




Player Profiie
josh Nefison

Name and squad number
Josh Neilson #3

Age-21
Position - Centre/Wing
Favourite Food - Can't beat Mum's cooking. Anything by Mum!

Favourite Movie - | don't watch a lot of movies. I'd probably go with
Zoolander, or just about anything with Will Ferrell init. Definitely
nothing scary

Interesting fact
I'm the only ginger Australian in the world!

Favourite rugby league ground

Been loving Filtrona this season. Also my local ground where | grew up
playing. St John's oval, back in Newcastle, Australia. That'd would be
right up there as well!

How important is this year for Thunder

Massive. We're at about the half way mark now and to be honest, | feel
we've under performed. There's a massive amount of potential within
this squad and we've still got a really good opportunity to make
something special of this season.

What are you expecting from Olldham today

Avreally big and physical forward pack. That's what you generally get
when you play this lot. They're also a pretty fit side, so we'll need to be
really working hard to stick with them. They've got a couple of big

outside backs who will be a handful if we let them, butwe'll all be doing I

our best not to let that happen.

What are you hopes for the remainder of the season

For us as a team, | want to make the play offs. This is definitely do-able.
We're making steps in the right direction and this is a goal | know the
whole squad wants to achieve and are working hard towards.
Personally, | want to chip in with a few more tries, keep my defense
strong and try and stay injury free for the remainder of the season

What attracted you to Gateshead Thunder and why did you want to
sign for the club

I was put onto the club by former Thunder player Paul Franze'. | played
with Pauly at my local club Central Newcastle back in Oz. | had wanted
to travel but | also wanted to keep testing myself with my footy. Pauly
got me in touch with Chris Hood, and after a few e-mails and a little
researchinto the club I'd signed. | didn't need a lot of persuading really.
From what Paul Franze’ had told me about the club, the supporters
and the North East in general | was pretty keen to get myself over here
and get stuck in. | had originally planned on staying for just the one
season, but here | am half way through my second one and loving it.

Anything else you would like to say

Aquick Hello to everyone back home (I'm sending them a copy of this
program) and just a massive thanks to everyone at the game today, the
sponsors, and in particular those of you who manage to get along
every week and cheer us on. It means the world to us and | promise
we're working hard to repay the faith!

Evans Halshaw
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after the inaugural year of Gateshead Thunder, it is
njtlasses and individuals to support Thunder and

fits, Mllﬂ associating themselves with the region’s
'%league team in a truly national competition.
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Wigan Warriors
Huddersfield Giants
Warrington Wolves
Leeds Rhinos
Catalans Dragons
Hull FC

Hull KR

St Helens

Bradford Bulls
Wakefield Wildcats
Widnes Vikings
Castleford Tigers
London Broncos
Salford City Reds

Sheffield Eagles
Halifax RLFC
Featherstone Rovers
Batley Bulldogs
Leigh Centurions
Whitehaven RLFC
Dewsbury Rams
Workington Town
York City Knights
Doncaster RLFC
Keighley Cougars
Swinton Lions
Hunslet Hawks
Barrow Raiders

(2SI~ NS 5 IS 3 B S ) I - R« R e -}

00 00000000 =0 =00

W oo aNTT

- ) wd e = = O
N 2N - OO

- W O~ WO NNTT

- ) D md = O
N WON = =0 (=]

England coach Steve
McNamara will travel to
Australia this week to
meet with his NRL
based players.

McNamara will watch 10 matches during his 20-
day trip, starting on Friday when he will see James
Graham play for Canterbury Bulldogs against
Sydney Roosters.

On Saturday he will be a guest at the Wests Tigers
versus Canberra Raiders match. Sunday he will
watch brothers Sam and George Burgess at
Parramatta Stadium, when South Sydney
Rabbitohs travel to Sydney’s west to face
Parramatta Eels. The following day he will take in
the "Monday Night Football’ clash between Gold
Coast Titans and Melbourne Storm at Skilled Park,
where he will meet up with England star Gareth
Widdop.

"I always aim to get over to Australia at least once a
year to keep up-to-date with what is happening in
the NRL and to meet up with the England players
playing in the southern hemisphere,” said
McNamara.

"I will watch ten matches during my visit, including
the second State of Origin. | have been invited to
observe Queensland'’s training camp as they build-
up to their game in Brisbane.

"I have also organised meetings with the England
players to keep them updated and engaged with
our plans as we continue to look ahead to the
Rugby League World Cup. Even though | speak to
our Australian based players at least couple of
times a month, the opportunity to see them in
person is vital. They are all excited about this year
and representing England on home soil. It is a big
deal for them.”

The England boss will also carry out a number of
media interviews during his time in Australia with a
view to creating awareness of the England
programme and the progress the international side
is making.

"I think it is important to continue to spread the
word on the work we are doing at international
level,” added McNamara.

"Our boys are doing us proud in the NRL and for the
first time in a number of years there is massive
respect for our players and their influence within
the game. It is important to embrace the sport and
there is no better way to create awareness of the
international game than speaking to the Australian
media in their own backyard."
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TO FIND UUT MURE oL BR excitement and anticipation for Thunder’s next encounter; whether that is in the
3 & company of clients, friends and family or simply alongside other fans. Our

matchday hospitality is friendly, relaxed and can be tailored to your specific

requirements.

01914902246 | WWW.GATESHEAD.AC.UK

You will enjoy a delicious three-course lunch, followed by a live question and
answer session with a member of the Thunder playing squad.

Our matchday sponsorship package is for 5 people and includes the following
features & benefits:

Access to the players’ lounge

Traditional Three Course Carvery meal

Pre match talk-in with member of Thunder squad
Internal view option

Executive seating

Post-game awards

Player interaction

Matchday programmes

- By integrating your

Ce U Ia r o communications you can save
Solutions time and money and it’s all

taken care of by your

dedicated account manager

Integrated Communication for Business
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Contact us today for your independent telecom health check c on’ra Ct C H R I S H OO D on
08700 118 000 or info@cellular-solutions.co.uk :

cellular-solutions.co.uk ) SR 0191 4335710
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Landline Broadband Mobil Tltmai T B : 5
AR 2o chrishood@thunderrugby.com

To book or for more details




SQUAD PROFILES SQUAD PROFILES

Luke Hardcastle - | Craig Borthwick & Tom Capper [~

Position:  Fullback/Halfback \ Prop Position: ~ Second Row Position: ~ Winger
DOB: 12th August 1992 0 éth January 1993 DOB: DOB: 10th October 1992
Hel 147cm T Height: 180cm g Height: 179cm Height: 188cm

Weight: Thkg JIM BRADLEY Z Weight: 103kg : Weight: 115kg 7 = Weight:  90kg TO SPONSOR CALL
S N ' 0191 4335710

Nick Johnson |[mm Stephen Welton o @y Conor Condron —— Sam Walsh ——

Position: ~ Wing - s Position:  Prop Position:  Fulback Position:  Halfback

DOB: 18th December 1990 ’ DOB: 15th 1991 ‘ DOB: 29th November 1991 DOB: 17th January 1992

Height:  175¢cm TUI 9 Height:  196cm A Height:  175cm Height:  170cm >
Weight: 85kg THUMR ’ Weight: 117kg THUNR&R ) ~ Weight: 80kg 2 Weight: 83kg T%S:;?Nfgﬁ Cﬁ)LL
191 4335710

Josh Neilson 75" : Jason Payne 1] } Paul Stamp w_~w James Pocklington

Position: ~ Wing/Centre _ Position:  Back Row Position:  Hooker Position:  Fullback
DOB: 19th May 1992 : DOB: 26th January 1988 DOB: 25th January 1989 DOB: 22nd January 1993

Height: 175¢m - Height: ‘?5('“ ’ Height: 177cm v Height: 178cm
Weight:  88kg Weight:  85kg Z =\ Weight:  83kg S Weight:  82kg

Joe Brown Callum Cockburn >& Josh Stoker Connor Young |mm

Position: ~ Centre 3 Position:  Back Row ! il Position:  Prop/Wing Position:  Back Row
DOB: 24th April 1987 DOB: 20th May 1989 DOB: 26th July 1992 \ DOB: 29th April 1993

Height: 175¢cm Height: 185cm Height: 182cm Height: 180cm
Weight: 85kg Weight: 104kg ' > WEI?)ht: 94kg : N Weight: 88kg TO SPONSOR CALL
BT ’ . 2 0191 4335710

JadobBlades mmm Curtis Pullen Chris Parker ‘mm

Position:  Centre/Wing Position:  Back Row - Position:  Halfback
DOB: 9th August 1993 DOB: 7th January 1993 e DOB: 21st January 1992

Height: 180cm 4 Height: 184cm Height: 180cm
Weight: 83kg r ‘ == Weight: 88kg % k\\ Weight: 92kg
C 2 ;

Ben Hardcastle

Position:  Halfback

DOB: 4th January 1990

Height: 178cm

Weight: 80kg JIM BRADLEY

s a Kevin Neighbour g

Position:  Head Coach
/ DOB: 10th July 1983
Coach »
TO SPONSOR CALL
0191 433 5710




OPPONENTS PROFILE

Today’s Opponents - Oldham Roughyeds
RLFC

Honours

¢ Championship: 1904-05, 1909-10,
1910-11, 1956-57

¢ Challenge Cup: 1898-99, 1924-25,
1926-27

 Division Two Championship: 1963-64,
1981-82, 1987-88

¢ Lancashire Cup: 1906-07, 1909-10,
1912-13, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1955-56, 1956-57, 1957-58 (9 times)

* Lancashire League: 1897-98, 1900-01,
1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57,
1957-58 (7 times)

* Divisional Premiership: 1987-88, 1989-90

Records

» Attendance for a league match: 28,000 v
Huddersfield - 24 February 1912 at
Watersheddings.

» Attendance in a cup match: 25,000 v
Huddersfield - 23 March 1912. (Challenge
Cup 3rd Round.) at Watersheddings.

-

5

i Full name  Oldham Roughyeds RLFC
E" Short name Roughyeds

'i Website www.roughyeds.co.uk

L7 Twitter @Roughyeds

*  Home Grownd Whitebank Stadium

o Head Coach  Scott Naylor

Captain  Lewis Palfrey

w’_
s i

AT GLANCE

* Record Attendance (All games) : 62,217 v
Hull - 18 May 1957. Championship Final at
Odsal Stadium, Bradford.

e Super league attendance record : 7,709 v
Wigan - 30 March 1996 at Boundary Park

* National league 2 attendance record :
4,327 v Celtic Crusaders - 30 August 2007
at Boundary Park

» Biggest Win: 67 - 6 v Liverpool City - 4
April 1959

* Worst Defeat: 0 - 84 v Widnes - 25 July
1999

¢ Most Season Goals: Bernard Ganley - 224
goals in season 1957-58

* Most Season Tries: Reginald "Reg" Farrar
- 49 tries in season 1921-22

* Most Match Points: Bernard Ganley - 28
points v Liverpool City, April 1959

One to watch

Lewis Palfrey - Lewis is in his first year for
Oldham and is their current Captain. Lewis is
a key player within the Oldham squad and is
always a handful. The halfback has played at
Salford, Batley and Whitehaven previous to
joining Oldham in 2013.

It’s a huge year for rugby league, its world cup
year! Test yourself and see how much you really
know about the greatest competition in the

- QUIZ PAGE

world...
1) When was the last time we [Great Britain at the time) won the World Cup?
2) Who are the reigning world champions?
3) On Saturday 26th October the World Cup kicks off with what fixture?
4) Name the only stadium in Cumbria being used as a venue?
5) Where will the final be held?
6) Can you name the six European teams taking part?
7) Who id the England Captain?
8) Only one of the Nations has rugby league as their national sport, who is it?
9) Where are both semi-finals going to be held?
10) Australia have won the most titles but how many have they won?
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Championship1 Sun 30th Jun KO: 15:00, Filtrona Park, South Shields

Gateshead Thunder v Oldham RLFC

JULY
Championship 1 " Sun 7th Jul KO: 14:00, New River Stadium
London Skolars v Gateshead Thunder
Sun 14th Jul KO: 15:00, Gateshead International Stadium
Gateshead Thunder v Oxford RLFC
Sun 28th Jul KO: 13:00, The Gnoll, Neath

South Wales Scorpions v Gateshead Thunder

Championship 1

Championship 1

AUGUST
Championship1  Sun 4th Aug KO: 15:00, Gateshead International Stadium
Gateshead Thunder v North Wales Crusaders

Sun 11th Aug KO: 15:00, Spotland Stadium

Rochdale Hornets v Gateshead Thunder

Sun 18th Aug KO: 15:00, The Prince of Wales Stadium

Gloucestershire All Golds v Gateshead Thunder

Championship 1

Championship 1

SEPTEMBER
Championship1  Sun 1st Sep KO: 15:00, Gateshead International Stadium

Gateshead Thunder v Hemel Stags




Side-step booking fees
and card charges when
you buy train tickets at
northernrail.org

Robbie Hunter-Paul is an ambassador

for the Northern Rail Cup.
NORTHERN
RAILCUP

northermrailorg

Meonthly Prize Pot of £100

K}N Ng}‘ﬁi Top Monthly Prize of £50
Only £2 Per Month

IVIORE IVIEIVIBERS = BIGGER PRIZES!
Additional Menthly Prizes To Be Womn!

Draws to take place

EVERY month

Challenge Cup Thunder Corporate Exclusive
Final Tickets Hospitality Matchday Opportunities

Members of the lottery must be 16 years of age or over. It is illegal to gamble under the age of 16 years.
Registered and regulated by Gateshead Councll Licensing Section.

FILL IN this form and JOIN NOW to START PLAYING!

MR / MRS / MS / MISS / OTHER
SURNAME EORENAMELS) «ovsssisonisisisssisinsseonssiissmoseinioss aisiessssmmssesssnssrminsossomivr i hobesss
ADDRESS
TELEPHON
M INICATION (Please Tick) D BY PHONE I:]BYTEXT I:' BY EMAIL

PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT (Please Tick) D £24 ANNUAL FEE D £2 PER MONTH STANDING ORDER

Return Completed Form to: THUNDER 13 LOTTERY, GATESHEAD INT. STADIUM, NEILSON ROAD, GATESHEAD, TYNE & WEAR, NE10 OEF
BANK DETAILS (Full Address required) PAYMENTS MADE TO

1 [ ¢
SORT CODE

ACCOUNTNUMBER ..ooposrs:-corsrrnscassssomenssissssemsessasmeveagiasseyeses s peasapans somsuson Sort Code: 05-03-03

Name: Thunder Rugby Ltd.

FIRST PAYMENT OF £ 2 AND MONTHLY THEREAFTER ON THE 10" DAY OF EACH
MONTH BEGINNING ON .

Account Number: 1099 4957

SIGNATURE .. ALLOCATED LOTTERY NUMBER (Office Use Only)




