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Hello and welcome to today’s playoff game
at the Whitebank Stadium.

Unbelievably we are again playing our
derby rivals Rochdale Hornets for the fifth
time and incredibly maybe not for the last
time this season. Whoever wins today’s
encounter will be in the Final and waiting to
see who they will play. | firmly believe that
Rochdale and ourselves will both be in the
final on the 29th September and so today’s
game is very important to get the week’s
rest before that huge game.

It’s been 4 weeks since we played
a fully competitive game
against anyone in our league
so freshness and eagerness
won’t be a problem today. |
can definitely say that our
lads have been looking
forward to this game

from the minute the final
whistle went last week at
Spotland Stadium.

1 went to the game last
Sunday along with Spanner
to keep an eye on our rivals
along with the London

Skolars and was treated
to a quality game from
both teams. Rochdale
pinched the

game in the last minute and | have to say |
honestly felt for the Skolars, as they gave
everything they had, only to end on the losing
side.

Today is going to be a typical derby encounter
with the added bonus of being the first team
in the final, what more can a rugby fan ask

for. Hopefully the Roughyed fans have turned
out again in force and get the result they have
come for.

The club this season has worked
incredibly hard from top to bottom
and along with a great bunch
of players I firmly believe
things are moving in the
right direction on and off
the pitch. In a first year as
head coach | couldn’t have
asked for a better bunch
of players and staff to
be involved with and
appreciate how the fans
have also welcomed
Spanner and myself into
their club. Hopefully the
team can deliver the rugby
and performance we all
want today and finish the
season off at Whitebank
in style.

% Scott Naylor
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OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS SUPPORTERS ASSOCIATION —
PROUDLY PRESENT

A FINE WHISKY TASTING EVENIN
Friday October 4 2013, 8.00pm .
Lyceum Theatre Bar Lounge, Union St., Oldha
Tickets £10.

njoy an evening tasting 6 of the finest malt whi

zompanied by an hilarious yet informative talk

- story of Scottish whisky making. Non whisky dri

in enjoy the evening and have a £6 tab behind the

for the drinks of their choice.

outh watering hot roast beef muffins available
first three tastings.

ior booking essential to facilitate whisky purchas
tsky tasters only, first come first served. No limi
none whisky tasters.

Raffle and auctions, all proceeds to ORSA.

E A GREAT NIGHT AND SUPPORT THE ROUGHY

r Tickets and any further Information please con

Nigel 0161 624 4087, 07884261745
marlandnigel@hotmail.co.uk
ASAP to book your tickets
lease indicate if you want a whisky tasting or a bar tab
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Side-step booking fees
and card charges when
you buy train tickets at
northernrail.org

Robbie Hunter-Paul is an ambassador §

for the Northern Rail Cup.
NORTHERN
RAILCUP

northernrail org




@ CHRIS’ %=

-\ COMMENTS

Welcome back to Whitebank

for today's crucially important

game against our local rivals.

Everybody knows that the

winners of the game will

take their place in

the Grand Final on

29th September at

Leigh Sports Village so

nobody will need any motivation whatsoever.
Throw in the added ingredient of a local
derby and you probably have the perfect mix
for a match of this importance.

Having finished the season in second place
we have already bettered what a lot of
people expected for us this season but there
is no way that we are happy to settle for
what we have done already.

Everybody at the club is focused on going
further and hopefully completing what we
have strived for over a number of years -
promotion to the Championship.

We are under no illusions at all about the
size of the task ahead this afternoon and
we know we will need to be on our game to
have a chance of getting to the Final.

The last few weeks have presented us with
a challenge of a different kind in so much
that we have had no competitive matches to
play since we last played Rochdale
in front of the TV cameras but

I would like to think that we

have put a lot of thinking

and effort into planning what
should happen in that period

to ensure we are ready to go =S ;

today.

Certainly the players will tell 1
you that there has been %
no lack of intensity in

training and the

match against

Leigh under

20s and

even last week the
squad was given what
Scott described as a “ big
mental challenge” with a very hard session
involving a large set of steps! Suffice to say
the lads came through with flying colours
just as they have all season when faced with
adversity in one form or another.

If you are like me you will have been
through every scenario possible in terms

of the Playoffs and what could happen but
there is no doubt we have earned the right
to be here with a group of lads who have
given their all, week in week out and |
certainly hope they pass the latest test today.
| am hoping that | won’t have to write any
more notes for a game next week so | want
to take this opportunity to thank everybody
who has helped to make this season so good
so far.

There will be other occasions where the
players and staff connected with the team
get their plaudits but | want to publicly thank
our volunteers and match day staff who year
after year give up their time fo help the club
put on matches. Without you we couldn’t do
it and we are very grateful.
To you the fans who back us up and down
the country | mention every week how
important and how appreciated you are
and we will certainly be trying our level
best to give you something to shout
about today.
Your support does make a difference
and there is no better incentive than a
place in the Grand Final in fwo weeks
time to shout and sing your hearts out to
encourage the lads on the field today.

Enjoy the game!

Christopher Hamilton

TO BOOK TICKETS CALL 0844 856 1113
OR VISIT RUGBYLEAGUETICKETS.CO.UK

CHALLENGE CUP
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THE editor’s edict was all-embracing
... "Sum up the season -- in as many
words as you want.”

As my former sports desk colleagues
on the Oldham Evening Chronicle
would testify, that's an open invitation
for this observer to write a book,
so.| need to be as disciplined as a
good rugby league player, keep my
tendency to waffle in check and get
to the point.

Where better to start than the
final table for Kingstone Press
Championship 1?7 Stats don't lie —--
well, not very often --- so what does
the table tell us, and what does it
conceal, about a 2013 season in
which a former Super League star in
his first head coach’s job, assisted by
a bloke called 'Spanner’, took a bunch
of largely untried youngsters and
turned them into a fighting force that
surpassed all expectations ?

It tells us that North Wales Crusaders,
the champions, and Oldham, the
runners-up, were by far the best and
most consistently successful teams in
the competition, given that they were
separated by only two league points
and the second-placed Roughyeds
finished an astonishing NINE points
better off than Rochdale and London,
their closest rivals.

It tells us that Scott Naylor's boys were the
only club to have as many bonus points
as defeats; in other words the only team
to pick up at least one point from every
occasion they took to the field.

says Roger Halstead (Roughyeds’ media manager)

PHOTO COURTESY OF OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE
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It tells us that by averaging nearly 32
points a game and conceding 18, they
had the third best attacking record and
the second best defence.

So, purely from a statistical standpoint,
what does it fail to reveal ?

For starters, it doesn't tell us that by
remaining unbeaten over their last nine
league games --- eight wins and a draw
--- Oldham went into the play-offs while
able to boast the longest unbeaten
run over all competitions in the entire
professional game, Super League,
Championship, Championship One.

It fails to turn the spotlight on a team,
led by rookie skipper Lewis Palfrey, that
finished with the division's best away
record; only one defeat on a long and
windingroad and even that a desperately
close 22-20 loss at the Wrexham home
of the champions elect on June 9.

It fails to show that while Roughyeds
harvested a bonus point at Wrexham,
the champions couldn't manage it
in defeat at Whitebank; nor did they
come out on top in the aggregate
scores of champions and runners-up
over the two home-and-away games,
the runners-up finishing “victorious” by
48 points to 32.

By all the laws of sporting justice,
both North Wales and Oldham should
already have started their promotion
celebrations. Alas, it doesnt work like
that. The system calls for only the
champs to go up automatically, so
Roughyeds must now do battle in the
play-offs, starting with today’s home
game against derby rivals Rochdale
Hornets.

Hornets won't give a hoot about their
nearest and dearest’s achievements
over the course of the regular season.
Nor would anyone expect them to.

Having said that, the play-off format
rewards Roughyeds for finishing second
by offering them one, and maybe even
two, home games en route to the final
at Leigh Sports Village on Sunday,
September 29.

And they have shown already this year
that they possess the skill. strength,
mental toughness and insatiable
appetite for success to make life
difficult for any club in this division.

The young squad’s backbone was
never more tested than on its travels
to many parts of the country and
it was Oldham wins in far-flung
outposts such as North London, Hemel
Hempsted, Oxford, Gateshead, Neath
and Cheltenham that provided proof

positive that here was a group of players
who had the stomach for the fight and
the desire to overcome adversity.

The SS -- Scott and ‘Spanner’ --- were
responsible for that; Scott with his firm
and straight-talking leadership, allied
to his many years of experience at the
highest level; ‘Spanner’, or should we give
him his real name, Lee Spencer, with his
infectious enthusiasm, unrivalled love of
rugby league and all it stands for and his
background in identifying, coaching and
developing young and talented players.

A word too for conditioner Mike Hughes,
a 26-year-old with a degree in sports
physiology. whose job it has been to make
sure the players are strong, fit, fast, as
injury free as possible and well fed.

Like the physiotherapy team, Mike has
done a top job in his first season at
Whitebank and, like the coaches, has
often spoken of the great relationship
they enjoy with the staff at Oasis
Academy, Hollins Road where players
enjoy the benefits of wonderful, state-of-
the-art training and recreational facilities.

On the field the players have done club,
town and their loyal fans proud. It would
be unjust and unfair to pick out individuals
in what has been a team effort in every
sense of the word.

Suffice to say that, while history will
gauge Oldham’s success or otherwise
this year on the outcome of these play-
offs, those closer to club and team know
that, whatever happens in the next two
weeks, Scott, ‘Spanner’ and all the boys
can take a bow for producing in their first
year here a dressing room that overflows
with pride and purpose.
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'QUALITY ALL MAKES SERVICING
- TAILORED TO YOU, YOUR CAR AND YOUR BUDGET
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§ facebook.com/ColinAppleyardCars

[3 twitter.com/AppleyardCars
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE
Cavendish Street, Ashton-Under-Lyne,

Greater Manchester, OL6 7QL (SATNAV: OL7 OPT)

Tel: (0161) 3305148

TO ALL MANUFACTURERS WARRANTY STANDARDS

“©
¥ \) 3
| 7

¥SERVICE
PRICE PROMISE

v Guaranteed best value

v Servicing tailored to you, your car and your budget
v Collection and delivery or courtesy car available*
¥ Manufacturer-trained technicians

¥ Wash and vac with every service

v Guaranteed personal service
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Ask us for a quote today.

MOT offer valid until 31/08/2013 on presentation of this voucher. * Collection, delivery & courtesy cars are subject to
MOT price. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers.

Great tyre prices and expert fitting for all makes.

&certaini restrictions. ** Class 4




Staff and students at Oasis Academy
Oldham will be cheering on Oldham
Rugby League Club in today’s crunch
play-off game at Whitebank exactly
six ‘months after signing an exclusive
partnership with the club.

The Academy struck an exciting deal
with Oldham Rugby League Club in
March in a bid to drive fitness and
S{ele]ntlgle] standards at the school.

It has seen club coaches and players
roling out special  training and
mentoring sessions with students.

In return the Roughyeds have been
carrying out high level training sessions
at the Academy’s cutting edge sports
facilities at its Hollinwood campus.

The partnershipis provingtobea great
success and continues to develop with
plans in place to involve club physios
and nutrition experts in school lessons.

The six month milestone comes Wiitallg!
days of the Academy achieving the
best GCSE results in the school’s
history. Oasis Academy Oldham

principal David Hayes said the results
marked a significant shiftin the school’s
progression after recording sharp
increases on last year figures.

“We are delighted with this set of
GCSE results which show major
improvements,” he said. ik (010
extremely proud of our students
who have secured the best ever
outcomes for themselves in the
Academy’s history. | would like to pay
tribute to all Year 11 students and to
our team of dedicated staff who
have been rewarded for their effort.
These results are the culmination of
high expectations, sheer hard work,
determination and a relentless focus
on every chid achieving their full
potential. The number of students
achieving at least five A= C grades
including English and Maths has risen
to 50%, up 17% on last year's figures.
Similarly, the percentage of pupils
achieving five or more A'- C grades
has catapulted by 18% to a total figure
of 85%"

Oasis Academy Oldham Head of P.E,
Joe Varey said the school's partnership
with Oldham Rugby League Club had
further helped to drive up sporting
and fitness standards outside of the
classroom. ‘

“The partnership has been a terrific
success,” he said. ‘It has provided
us with the opportunity to work with
some of the leading sports stars in our
area. The club now regularly trains at
our site using the 3G pitches, athletics
track and Multi Use Games Area.

Our relationships continue to grow
positively and we are planning to deliver
a number of new joint initiatives in the
future. We are tapping into the club’s
knowledge and expertise in areas like
fitness and nutrition by involving them
in suitable BTEC lessons. We are also
roling out leadership, responsibility
aond team working sessions with
players acting as mentors.”

The partnership has seen after school
coaching sessions for Year 7. 8and 9
students. It has also enabled pupils to
provide half time entertainment on
match days and support with ball boy
duties.

The Academy is now preparing to
open its doors with a series of Open
Days to prospective students and
parents interested in finding out more
about the school.

The first open day takes place on
October 1 at the campus in Hollins
Road, Oldham, Greater Manchester
oL8 4JZ The event tokes place
between Bpm and 8pm. It will provide
Year 5 and 6 students and parents
an excellent opportunity to see what
the Academy can offer. There will be
an opportunity to meet teachers and
tour the site. For more information
contact Mr Heatley on 0161 624 9630
or email carl.heatley@oasisoldham.org.

For further information about Oasis
Academy visit
www.oasisacademyoldham.org or
email office@oasisacademyoldham.
org or phone 0161 624 9630.




AND SO TO THE FUTURE

MANY of you will have read on the club
website (www.roughyeds.co.uk) andin
the local press that we are already
well into our plans for next season in
terms of re-signing players.

We are delighted to confirm that Phil
Joy, Danny Langtree, Sam Gee and
Josh Crowley had signed new deals
by the time this programme went to
the printers.

All of them have committed to
Roughyeds  for  another  year

irrespective of which division we will
be in --- positive proof, surely, of
their loyalty to the club and their high
regard for coaches Scott Naylor and
Lee Spencer, who are both on two-
year agreements and, as such, will
also be with us in 2014.

When each of the players was
interviewed after putting pen to paper
for next year the common theme was
how much they had enjoyed being part
and parcel of the first-team squad
this season and how much they were
already looking forward to working with
Scott and ‘Spanner’ again in the new
season, hopefully at a higher level.

Here are tit-bits from what they said:

Phil Joy: “It was always going to be @
challenge for me to break into the first
team and stay there, but we have a
great team spirit and playing alongside
some great mates made it a lot easier
for me.”

Danny Langtree: “A lot of us stepped
up into our first full season of senior
rugby, so we were all in the same boat.
We helped each other along, with great
backing from Scott and '‘Spanner’.”

Sam Gee: “I've never enjoyed my rugby as much for a long time. Whatever

happens in the play-off games we have had a great season and I've loved every
minute of it."

Josh Crowley: “We all aspire to get up into the Championship, but I've signed for
next year no matter what because I'm sure the club is going places and it will be
good to have Scott and ‘Spanner’ in charge of us again.”

Keep an eye on the website, where we try to update fans DAILY about all
aspects of the club, for news of more signings as they happen.







