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Y'S NOTES

HELLO everyone and welcome to today’s
game against London Skolars at the
Whitebank Stadium.

We expect an extremely tough game
against Joe Mbu’s team but we are looking
forward to the challenge.

| have to be honest. The last time we
played each other down in London, the
Skolars should have won the game and it
was only thanks to an incredible tackle by
Mo Agoro on our try line that we survived
and picked up the three points with a
narrow victory.

Skolars have a lot of quality
and experience in their team
and they are well coached
by Joe, so we are under no
illusion about how hard
today’s game will be.

Last week we travelled
to Gloucester to take on
the All Golds in their own
backyard and we got the
game we were expecting.

They have made huge steps
forward since last season,
both on and off the field,
so getting the win was
really pleasing for the
club.
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As the season goes on | don’t think they will
lose many games at home and | fully expect
them to be in the playoffs in September,
having seen the improvements they have
made to the playing staff and coaching staff.

The Oldham players ground out a good win,
which was nice to see, and played some
quality rugby at times which always kept
us at least two scores in front for the whole
game.

| made some changes to the team and |
will be doing the same for the next
couple of weeks so that we have
a fully fit and ready squad for
the upcoming June and July

fixtures.

This is a crucial period of
the season and hopefully
we will get the results
we want and kick on our

season to the playoffs.

| hope you have a good
day today and that we
give the Oldham fans
the result they have come
to see.

Many thanks for your
\ great support,
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' TAILORED TO YOU, YOUR CAR AND YOUR BUDGET
TO ALL MANUFACTURERS WARRANTY STANDARDS

JOSH GOES ON... AND ON... AND ON

DAVID March didn't play in Hunslet's 40-0 hammering at York so our very own Josh Crowley is
not outright leader in the Championship One list of most consecutive appearances.
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Lewis Palfrey (OLDHAM)
Matt Brodk r

AT B @ Great tyre prices and expert fitting for all makes.
SRR ¥/ Ask us for a quote today.

MOT offer valid until 31/08/2013 on presentation of this voucher. * Collection, delivery & courtesy cars are subject to availabili & certain restrictions.** Class 4
MOT price. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers.
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CHRIS’

COMMENTS

WELCOME back to
Whitebank for what is
hopefully going to be a
less stressful afternoon
than the previous

home game against

York.

We can all do without the roller coaster
of emotions that we went through that
day although we showed considerable
character to win in the end.

The significance of those three points
was suitably demonstrated last Sunday
when York put 40 points without reply
past Hunslet while we were winning at
Gloucester on what will be a difficult
ground for away teams to pick up
points as the season progresses.

Time and again we are now seeing
ample proof that this division is getting
more competitive with each passing
season.

There is still plenty of improvement
in us as a team. We have

a group of players who

want to learn so training is

always intense and hard.

We have tough opponents
today in London Skolars
who have had a mixed start
to the season, so in that
respect alone they will

be dangerous,

as they

seek some

consistency.

For us, it is about
keeping our work ethic going and
trying to get another three points
towards our goal of finishing as high as
possible in the division.

Scott (Naylor) now has the right kind

of problems as a coach in that he has
competition for places all over the park.
All successful teams have this sort of
squad system. Keeping everyone happy
is not an easy job, but the proof of the
pudding is in the eating and Scott has
already proved to be very adept at still
getting good results when he makes
changes. Long may that continue.

This week has seen another of our
young players turn professional with
the club. Tom Dempsey is still a baby in
rugby terms and even though he plays
for the under-20s he is still only 17.

He has shown great potential in his
time with us and we wish him well as
he takes the next step in what we
hope will be a long and successful

career.

Thanks for your support once
again down in Cheltenham last
week and please be loud and
proud again today,

Enjoy the game,
Christopher Hamilton
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HERE COME
THE R.AF.

OUR young players from the under-

20s squad will be given an unexpected
opportunity to impress coaches Scott Naylor
and his No 2, Lee Spencer, in a game against
the Royal Air Force here at Whitebank next
Saturday, June 7 (2.30pm kick off).

The RAF requested a game as part of their
preparations for a trip to Canada later in
June and for their annual Inter-Services
Championships in September.

Said our chairman Chris Homilton: “The
under-20s had no game on June 7 so we
were delighted to welcome the RAF to
Whitebank.

‘Itisn't often we are given the chance

to stage games like this and to welcome
members of the Forces to our ground. Next
Saturday we will extend a huge Whitebank
welcome to Flight Sergeant Ozzy Hicks and
his squad and we hope our supporters will
turn up in numbers not only to support

our boys but to show our dppreciation for
everything the RAF does in the service of our
country.

“As for the game itselfyit will provide our lads
with a different type of challenge to the ones
they normally face and it will be interesting to
see how they handle it."

Season-ticket holders will gain free

admission, while other fans will be asked for
normal under-20s admission prices, namely
£4 adults and £2 concessions.

FLYING INTO WHITEBANK

THE Royal Air Force rugby league team
played its historic first fixture in October, 1992
against the French Army at RAF Finningley in
Yorkshire. RAF RL has gone from strength to
strength ever since.

Warrant Officer Damian Clayton MBE, the
current head coach and secretary, played in
that first game and has been instrumental.in
working hard ever since those early days to
achieve what we have and who we are today.

By playing teams like GB Police, GB Students,
amateur clubs such as Drighlington,
Stanningley and many others we have

CELEBRATION time for the RAF boys:. . after sinking the Navy last - .

September.

Picture courtesy of SBS Photography (tel: 01832 710750 or 07766

O11591)

by Flight Sergeant Ozzy Hicks (team manager, RAF Rugby League)

benefited from going up against good
opposition and this has improved the overall
standard of rugby league within the RAF.

The squad has travelled far and wide to
promote the great game of rugby league and
the good name of the Royal Air Force.

We have visited far-away places such as
Jamaica, Australia, Nee Zealand, Russia and, in
2012, Canada, all the time promoting the RAF
and our great sport.

We have also been involved in one capacity
or another with fantastic rugby league events,
highlighted by our presence at State of Origin
and NRL games in Australia.

We have also had a good time while socialising
with Russian cosmonauts !

Our most recent overseas trip, two years ago,
was to Toronto, Canada where we took on the
Canadion national side and came away with a
well-deserved, if close, victory.

Our captain, Cpl Chris Gordon, returned to
Canada later that year with English Lionhearts.

Later this month we will be travelling to
Toronto again in'a bid to repeat that great win
in front of an expected crowd of 10,000 in the
Lampert Stadium on June 21.

The pinnacle of every season comes with the
Inter-Services Championships in September in
which play the Army and the Navy.

Having won the Championship several times,
and now seeking more success, we look for
good, quality opposition to prepare us and
that's why wethave arranged games against
both Oldham and York City Knights under-20s.

Both of those teams will give us a hard, fast,
competitive work-out and provide us with
superb preparation for the forthcoming
battles with our arch enemies !

The RAF motto is ‘Per Ardua Ad Astra’ which
means ‘Through adversity to the stars',

Yours in rugby league,
Ozzy Hicks




with...
PATRICK ‘PADDY’ M@UNEY

Who are your heroes or people you look up to?
My Dad and, in rugby, Jared Waerea-Hargreves

Do you play any other sports and if so do you excel in
them?

l used to have a golf handicap of 12

What is the highlight of your career so far?

Signing for Oldham and appointed captain of London
Broncos under-19s

If you could invite two people to dinner, dead or alive,
who would they be?

Russell Crowe and Barack Obama

If your house was hit by an earthquake what would
be the first thing you'd save?

My golf clubs

Who's the funniest of your team mates and why?
Woody - avery funny guy

Which TV programme would you never miss?
None, but | do watch alot of NRL

What was the last book you read?

‘Bad Samaritans’

What's your favourite type of music?

Disco

How do you relax after a match?
Go out for afew beers

Finally ..... tellme a secret!
Iread ‘The Economist’




GANG OF FOUR
IN TEAM OF THE MONTH

ROUGHYEDS players continueto  League World magazine’s latest
be recognised in Kingstone Press  team of the month and we had
team of the week and team of the  two others among the nominees
month awards as befitsateamin  who didn’t quite make it.

the upper reaches of Champion-
ship One.

In the opinion of Rugby League
World, edited by Littleborough-
born Gareth Walker, our quality
guartet comprised:

We were lauded with no fewer
than FOUR of our boys - more
than any other club - in Rugby
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Mo Agoro LeWIs Palfrey

(right wing), who has made a habit  (stand-off), our club skipper,
of scoring at least one try per goalkicker and pivotal play-maker.
game on d regular basis.

Mlchael qud

(prop). a robust, bustling, scrum-

Danny Langtree
(second-row), also named by RLW
capped, dll-action front-rower who as Championship One player of

leads from the front. the month.

Well done those men! And well done, too, to winger Dale Bloomfield and
half-back/hooker Kenny Hughes who narrowly missed out on selection
after being strongly considered.
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Nominees:

Full-back: Haynes (York), James Cameron (Hemel), Sean Morris (Oxford)
Wings: Agoro (Oldham), Mapals (Hunslet), Bloomfield (Oldham)
Centres: Saltonstall (York), Mulkeen (Oxford), James Woodburn-Hall (London)

Stand-off: Palfrey (Oldham), Jimmy Rowland (Oxford), Jy-Mel Coleman
(Hemel)

Scrum-half: Ansell (Hunslet), Matty Beharrell (Gateshead), Matt Bradley
(London)

Prop: Houston (Hunslet), Ward (Oldham) Chris Vitalini (South Wales)
Hooker: Smith (London), Jack Lee (York), Hughes (Oldham)

Back row: Langtree (Oldham), Payne (Gateshead), Williams (London)

The split per club was as follows: Oldham 4, Hunslet 3, London 2, York 2,
Gateshead 1, Oxford 1.

Team of the month:

James Haynes (York); Mo Agoro (Oldham), Jomes Saltonstall (York).
Callum Mulkeen (Oxford), Lee Mapals (Hunslet); Lewis Palfrey (Oldham),
Danny Ansell (Hunslet); James Houston (Hunslet), Martyn Smith
(London), Michael Ward (Oldham), Danny Langtree (Oldham), Jason
Payne (Gateshead), Dave Wiliams (London).

ASHURST IN THE SPOTLIGHT

FORMER Great Britain star Bill It will be a fun night, highlighted not
Ashurst, one of our sport’s finest ever only by Bill's appearance but by a
post-war players, will do a Questions- solo gig on his guitar from our former
and-Answers session at Neil Roden’s  player Andy Isherwood.

next testimonial function, which takes
place in the Legends Bar at the Body
Images Gym in Hindley, Wigan next
Saturday night, June 7 (7pm for
7.30).

Tickets are £5 so see Neil around the
club here, look out for the poster in
the Whitebank club giving full details,
or just turn up on the night.
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Amarl looking for a
CLEAN sweep

AMARI Plastics Manchester, who a season-long loan from Salford Red
created and sponsored Oldham Deuvils.

Rugby League Club’s new ‘Welcome to
Whitebank’ sign, have provided further
assistance to the club as part of the
refurbishment of shower rooms in the
home and away dressing rooms.

“We wish George well for the rest of the
season and hope the upgraded shower
rooms will inspire the Oldham team
to enjoy a CLEAN sweep of Kingstone
Press Championship One honours,”
Thanks to Amari, the shower-room  said an Amari spokesman.

walls will be cladded with PVC from
Rochling Trovidur so as to look clean,
smart and user-friendly.

A wide variety of sponsorship packages
are available at the club, which finished
second in Championship One last
The company has also sponsored the  season and is widely regarded as likely
Roughyeds’ young second-row forward  to be one of the Ieodmg contenders for
George Tyson, who is at Whitebank on  promotion via the play-offs in 2014.

For further details ring Janet at the club on 0161 624 9630 extension 70552.

STANDARD CUP
FINAL

OLDHAM RLFC (1997) Ltd would like
to make known its position relative
to the venue of the Oldham Amateur
League’s Standard Cup final.

This year, not for the first time, this
prestigious eventin local rugby league
circles was staged at the Manor Park
home of Oldham Rugby Union Club in
Bardsley.

On Thursday, May 15, the Oldham
Evening Chronicle published a story
in which the Oldham Amateur League
said there were costs associated
with playing the final at Whitebank
whereas Oldham RUFC was the more
economical option because they did
not charge a penny.

That could easily lead people to
believe that Oldham Rugby League
Club were either not too concerned
about having the final at Whitebank
or, worse still, wanted it there in order
to make financial capital.

Neither could be further from the
truth.

Said club chairman Chris Hamilton:
“One of the first things we did when
we moved into Whitebank in 2010
was to have talks with the Oldham
Amateur League with regard to the
possibility of staging the Standard
Cup final at our ground.

“We were NOT looking to make money
out of it, but the fact is that every time
we open the ground to stage a match
we incur considerable costs in order

to meet the RFL's terms and conditions.

“For instance, we have to have stewards
inside the stadium for every game and
that is only one of several associated
costs that have to be met every time we
open the turnstiles.

“We gave the Oldham Amateur League
an indication of what those costs would
be and we also suggested that it would
be in everyone’s bestinterests to have in
place a multi-year agreement. That was
put to them merely as an option, and
only as an option.

“We would love to see the Standard
Cup final played at Whitebank at the
home of the town'’s professional rugby
league club --- as it was traditionally
in Watersheddings days ---- but we
are not in a position to lose money on it
which is what would happen if we were
to meet essential costs ourselves.

“In short, we would love to see this
showpiece event at Whitebank and
hopefully that will happen sooner rather
than later.

“Regarding cost implications, we are
not looking to make money, but neither
are we in a position to cover the costs
ourselves.”

Hopefully, that will have cleared up
any misapprehension surrounding the
final. The best wishes of everyone at
Whitebank, chairman, staff, coaches
and players, go to the Oldham League
for the rest of this season and beyond.




Oldham Roughyeds Supporters Association

THE Oldham Roughyeds Supporters
Association (ORSA) recently held
its annual meeting at which John
McAndrew succeeded the late Nigel
Marland in the role of chairman with
Phil Ward taking over as vice-chairman
from John.

An ORSA spokesman has also confirmed
that the 2014 Squad Strengthener Fund
is once again assisting the club with the
financial implications of the players
signed on loan since the start of the
season. The players from clubs in the
Championship and Super League are
specially selected by the coaching staff
with a view to strengthening the squad.

They come at a cost so contributions
from the fund are much appreciated by
the club to ease the burden.

In  appreciation of the Squad
Strengthener contributors, all members
were recently entered in a draw and
the three winners, Eddie Luckraft, Mike
Travis and Derek Scholes, plus their
guests, were invited to receive match-
day hospitality at the Oxford game.

Each winner was also presented with a
framed photograph of the squad and
by all accounts a good time was had by
all - especially with the win!

O.R.S.A. AND HIGGINSHAW A.R.L.F.C. present......
A WORLD CUP FOOTBALL and GAMES

NIGHT
THURSDAY, 19" JUNE from 7pm

To be held at the
Higginshaw Sports and Social Club, St Stephens Street, Oldham

Watch the ENGLHBAND v URUGUAY game

and join in the fun on the gaming tables.

Free admission

Hot food available
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TOM
SIGNS
ON THE
DOTTED |

D I N R R A )

LINE

THE latest member of our under-20s
squad to turn pro for the club is 17-year-
old Tom Dempsey, a talented half-back
and the youngest player at Whitebank.

7

He has signed a deal to November 30,
2015 which will give him plenty of time to
continue his development in the under-
20s and also to reap the benefits of a
full pre-season’s work ahead of next
year's campaign.

Tom lives in Runcorn. He played his
early amateur rugby in Widnes and was
spotted by the Wigan Warriors chief
scout Jack Roden, who took him to the
Super League club where he worked his
way through the development system.
He was bitterly disappointed not to be
offered a contract at Wigan, but Jack
pointed him in our direction and he hasn’t
looked back since.

He has only been here a relatively short
time (the beginning of this season), but
he has made a big impression while
playing in a key midfield role for the
under-20s against opponents who are
much bigger, older and more physically
mature.
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Tom Dempsey signs on the dotted ‘line,
watched by his parents and club chairman
Chris Hamilton. Picture courtesy of OLDHAM
EVENING CHRONICLE.

Head coach Scott Naylor said of him: “Neil
Roden (under-20s coach) thinks highly of
him and I've also been impressed when
watching him in the under-20s.

“We often run the first team against the
under-20s in training and even at that
level Tom looks comfortable. It's great
to have players like Richard Joy and
Tom Dempsey coming through from the
under-20s because in many ways that's
the future of the club.”

Club chairman Chris Hamilton added:
“Tom is very young with a lot of work
ahead of him, but he has all the right
attributes such as ability, desire,
commitment and the mental toughness
to be the best he can be.

"Hisparentsare tremendously supportive
as well, which is also important, and we
feel sure that Tom has all the makings of
a very good player and that he and the
club can be good for each other.”




Who are your heroes or people you look up to?

My family and Hugh Hefner

Do you play any other sports and if so do you excel in
them?

Only rugby now, but | played football until | was 15

What is the highlight of your career so far?
Playing for Salford's first team

If you could invite two people to dinner, dead or alive,
who would they be?
Noel and Frank Gallagher, two top lads

If your house was hit by an earthquake what would
be the first thing you'd save?

Me

Who's the funniest of your team mates and why?

Ben Wood - areal clown

Which TV programme would you never miss?
‘Millionaire Matchmaker’

What was the last book you read?
‘One Hundred Sex Tips'

What's your favourite type of music?
Deep House

How do you relax after a match?
A big feed from Domino'’s

Finally ..... tell me a secret!
When | drink beer | become Superman!




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB U20s FIXTURES & RESULTS

MARCH
Saturday 8th Leigh Centurions H L 42-10
Saturday 22nd Sheffield Eagles A L 38-18
Saturday 29th Featherstone Rovers H L 36-20
APRIL
Saturday 5th York City Knights (friendly) H L 44-28
Saturday 12th Halifax H L 27-24
Saturday 26th Sheffield Eagles A L 18-12
MAY
Saturday 3rd N E Academy’ H W 48-6
Saturday 10th Midlands Academy A L 32-30
Saturday 24th Cumbria Academy A L 40-26
Saturday 31st Sheffield Eagles H 2:30pm
JUNE
Thursday 12th Keighley A " 7:30pm
Saturday 21st Featherstone Rovers A 2:30pm
JULY
Saturday 5th Halifax H 2:30pm
Saturday 12th Gloucester H 2:30pm
Wednesday 30th Leigh Centurions A 7:30pm
AUGUST
Saturday 9th Keighley H 2:30pm
Thursday 14th Halifax A 7:30pm
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WE are looking forward immensely o our extra’ game against the Royal Air Force at Whitebank next Saturday,

June 7 kicking off at 230pm.
Your support that day would be especially appreciated by the boys and by the club because it would be nice to give
the RAF lads and their officials a nice warm welcome fo our heck of the woods.
Heartiest congratulations to Tom Dempsey, who has turned pro for the club af the age of 17 to follow the recent
signing of Richard Joy. Well done both !
Ry the time you read these notes we will have played Sheffield at Whitebank yesterday after a disappointing result
the week before against the Cumbrian Regional Academy up at Barrow.

We played well in the first half to lead 22-12 at haif-time, but we had a poor 15-minute spell in the second half and
ultimately it was to cost us the game. The effort from the boys was great, but we suffered a few injuries and in the
end we ran out of steam and bodies.

Andy Ball and Richard Joy each scored two tries and another was added by Connor Partington, while Tom

) ) Dempeey kicked three goals in our 40-26 defeat.

Unfortunately, Paddy Fitzsimmong was ruled out by an elbow injury: Luke Kavanagh, on debut, pulled a hamstring in
the first five minutes; and Jake Boardman did a shoulder early in the second half: These things happen sometimes
and injuries are part and parcel of the game, as we all know.

Thanks for your continued support. It is really appreciated. Hope to see you next Saturday,

NEIL
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DESIGN & PRINT

Proud to be the official
printers of the ORLFC
matchday programme

(We designed it too!)
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Flyers

Posters

Leaflets
Letterheads
Compliment Slips
Business Cards
Adhesive Labels
Folders
Envelopes
Swing Tickets
Order Forms
NCR Sets / Books
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Note Pads
Desk Pads
Calendars
Greetings Cards
Postcards
Invitations
Brochures
Menus
Booklets
Programmes
Stickers

Large Banners

& MORE!

521143

rgraphf(s,cO u
fgraphics,mju,f

O @LemurGraphicsUK
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Business Cards

Get your name out there with your own
personally designed business cards that
suit you.

For that extra sleek look why not take
advantage of our laminating services
aswell. Choose from either Gloss or
Matt Laminating effects.

Leaflets & Flyers

Grow and advertise your business with
high quality full colour leaflets and
flyers. From the thinnest mass
marketing style to the premium thicker
postcard feel, it’s all your choice.

Banners & Large Format

Have a big event coming up? Want to
make an impression that will last?

Provide your own artwork or give Lemur
the reins to direct your design and we'll
take your ideas to the next level.




Chronicle Day Excursions

® ONLY ONE PICK/DROP-OFF POINT @ COURIER SELECTED TRIPS
® RESERVED SEATING @ SWANS TRAVEL COACHES
® A GREAT CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS AND ITINERARIES

From garden shows to shopping trips, stately homes to popular city
destinations we have it all covered. Our coach takes you direct to
your chosen destination with NO multiple pick up points!

For our latest Day Excursion programme please visit

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk

We also offer great theatre packages for both Manchester and London!
Please ring Chronicle Reader Travel on 0161 622 2130 for more detalils...

What our readers say about our trips: We welcome graup bookings!
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“Every trip is fantastic. | enjoy
booking with the Chronicle”

Joan Neal

“Always a good day out. Staff are
very friendly and helpful”
Lorraine Hunt

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB FIXTURES & RESULTS

March
KPC1 Sunday 2nd
KPC1 Sunday 9th
Sunday 16th
KPC1 Sunday 23rd
April
Sunday 6th
KPC1 Sunday 13th
KPC1 Friday 18th
Sunday 27th
May
KPC1 Sunday 4th
KPC1 Sunday 18th
KPC1 Sunday 25th
June
KPC1 Sunday 1st
KPCH1 Sunday 8th
Sunday 8th
KPC1 Sunday 15th
KPCH1 Sunday 22nd
KPC1 Sunday 29th
July
KPC1 Sunday 13th
KPC1 Sunday 20th
KPC1 Sunday 27th
August
KPC1 Sunday 3rd
Sunday 10th
KPC1 Sunday 17th
Saturday 23rd
KPC1 Sunday 31st
September
KPC1 Sunday 7th

CHAMPIONSHIPS PLAY OFF GAMES SUNDAY 14th SUNDAY 21st

October

Sunday 5th
Saturday 11th

SOUTH WALES A w1i8-4
HEMEL H D20-20
EGREMONT (Tetleys Challenge Cup) A W42 - 24
LONDON A W 18- 16
BRADFORD (Tetleys Challenge Cup) A L60-6
GATESHEAD H wW52-16
HUNSLET A L 38-12
TETLEY’S CHALLENGE CUP ROUND 5

OXFORD H W 48 - 28
YORK H W 31- 30
GLOUCESTER A W 30-22
LONDON H 3:00pm
HEMEL A 2:30pm
TETLEY’S CHALLENGE CUP QUARTER FINAL
SOUTH WALES H 3:00pm
GATESHEAD A 3:00pm
OXFORD A 3:00pm
GLOUCESTER H 3:00pm
YORK A 3:00pm
HUNSLET H 3:00pm
LONDON A 3:00pm
TETLEY'S CHALLENGE CUP SEMI-FINAL

HEMEL H 3:00pm
TETLEY'S CHALLENGE CUP FINAL

GATESHEAD A 3:00pm
GLOUCESTER H 3:00pm

& SUNDAY 28th

CHAMPIONSHIPS GRAND FINALS
SUPER LEAGUE GRAND FINAL



