Today’s Squads...
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1. James Haynes
2. George Elliott
3. James Ford

4. Greg Minikin

5. Ben Dent

6. Pat Smith

7. Jonny Presley
8. Nathan Freer
9. Jack Lee

10. Jack Aldous
11. Ryan Mallinder
12. Ed Smith

13. Lee Paterson
14. Kriss Brining
15. Jason Golden
16. lain Morrison
17. Jack Pickles
18. Austin Bell
19. Jake Joynt
20. Harry Carter
21. Jack lley

22. Brad Brennan

23. Benn Hardcastle

24. Nathan Harper

25. James Saltonstall

26. Tyler Craig
27. Adam Dent
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1. Mo Agoro

2. Dale Bloomfield
3. Jason Boults

4. David Cookson
5. Josh Crowley

6. Alex Davidson

7. Adam Files

8. Sam Gee

9. Mark Hobson

10. Kenny Hughes
11. Phil Joy

12. Danny Langtree
13. Paddy Mooney
14. Steven Nield

15. Edwin Okanga-Ajwang
16. Lewis Palfrey
17. Brett Robinson
18. Jake Shoel

19. Liam Thompson
20. George Tyson
21. Michael Ward
22. Tom Whitehead
23. Danny Whitmore
24. Ben Wood

Oldham
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Club Officials 2014...

Executive Chairman: John Guildford
lead Coach: Gary Thornton

Assistant Coach: James Ford

Kit Supervisor: Steve Harris and Rich Kirby
Physiotherapist: Anna Engels and Sarah Hattee
Conditioners: Jamie Bell and Jamie Salter
Nutitionists: Jamie Carruthers and Dan Martin

s: Sandip Nandhra and Aaron Brown

Joaches - Mick Cook and Will Leatt

Main Club Sponsor...

Community Development: Jack Stearman
Community Assistant: Will Ginns
Commercial Manager: John Holmes

Media Manager: Gavin Wilson

Media Assistant: Ben Hal

Bar and Functions Manager: Sarah Guildford

Matchday Co-Ordinator: Alfie Browr

Time Keeper: John Thoipe

o

ard Operator: Gary Hall

Photographer: Charles Peart
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Club Details...

SOLICITORS LLP

York City Knights
Rugby League Football Club
Roland Court, Huntington Road, York
Y032 9PW

Tel: 01904 767404

Email: info@ycknights.co.uk

www.yorkcityknights.co.uk

Matchday Tel: 11am - 3pm: 01904 641724

Thornton’s Thoughts...

Welcome everyone for our semi-
final playoff game against
Oldham.

Having achieved the first of our
season goals by becoming
Champions, we now set out on the
journey of our ultimate goal. Itis a
fantastic achievement to win a
league, one we should not
underestimate and one we should
all be very proud of, but we must
now tum our attention to the job in
hand of promotion. The winner of

today’s game goes straight to the
Final at Headingly on October 5th,
and we are hoping that's the route
we can take to crown off what has
so far been, a tenific season.

Oldham had a fantastic win at
Hunslet in the previous round ,

which epitomises exactly what
playoff football is about. Playing
away from home and behind in the
first half, they showed real
character and a never-say-die
attitude to win the game — just the
kind of courage and spirit you need
in playoff football. Scott Naylor will
have been delighted with the way
his troops came back in the
second half, based on a strong
display from his pack. They are
possibly the biggest pack in the
division, and we know we have to
be at our best defensively today to
win the battle of the forwards.

Knock-out football is a new
experience for our young squad,
but a challenge I'm sure they will
relish. Our preparation has been
really good since the London game

and we can’t wait to get into this
game and set down a marker in
the competition. We have a
reasonably healthy squad, with
competition for places across the
board, and this is coming out in
training where everyone is busting
a gut to get themselves in the final
17. | am really proud of how this
group has matured and
progressed during the season, and
hopefully today they will come out
and show we have the credentials
to go on and achieve our final
glory. We have risen to the
challenges in the big games so far
this season, so | am expecting us
to show the same enthusiasm and
desire to win in this, our biggest
test so far.

We were all delighted to enjoy the
presentation of the Champions
trophy last week with our
supporters and fans. Your support
in 2014 has been superb and we
hope we can now go on and put
the icing on the cake. I'd like to
thank each and every one of you
on behalf of the players and staff.
With your terrific support we will be
doing all we can to make sure of
the ultimate end of season
celebration and party!!




If you have suffered due to Medical Negligence
or suffered a Personal Injury as a result of an accident,
Pryers Solicitors LLP is here to help you

For a FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION call us on

0800 316 0166 @... @

Clinical 3 (L Personal
or visit Negligence ?r,’ Injury

WWW.pryers.co.uk

Home or hospital visits available

oryers

OLICITORS LLP

0800 316 0166

A warm welcome to supporters
of Oldham today | was sat
amongst a few of them at
Hunslet on Friday. it was good
to see Gary Thornton and the
players at South Leeds Stadium
too. It shows their commitment
to the Knights giving up a Friday
night to watch the opposition
inaction.

On behalf of all Knights fans |
would like to thank the Players,

\;.;»;,z-‘wu;'n charles Peart

[ ~

K.1.S.S Information...

Coaches, Conditioners, Physios
and all the staff at Roland Court
and Bar13 for their efforts in
making this a memorable season.

Super League Grand Final Race
Night

Saturday 12th October Super
League Grand Final Race Night at
Huntington Sports Club includes
Chicken & Chips Supper. Tickets
are just £5 from all committee

2 . ’{‘ + !; ®i

Date for your diary

Saturday 21st March 2015 Annual
Hall of Fame Sporting Dinner at
Chalkers Restaurant New
Earswick Bowls Club (Next to Flag
& Whistle) Guest Speaker ex
Interational Referee Ronnie
Campbell and guests. Tickets will
be £25.

Gary Hall




Kingstone Press

An Official Partner of the
England Team and Sponsor
of the Championships

|
ENGLAND

RUGHEY LEAGUT

kingstonepress.co.uk

drinkaware.co.uk
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Sharon Shortle with James Haynes

Imagine
breaking
your ribs
and having
to carry on
like nothing
has
happened
for the next hour or so. That's
what York City Knights’ full back,
James Haynes did in last
month’s win at Hunslet!

Since re-joining the club at the start
of the season, Haynes has tumed
in some match winning
performances, and he says it's
been a great year.

“It's been fantastic. I'm really
enjoying being back. It kind of feels
like being atanew club. lt'sa
completely different set of players,
young players full of enthusiasm
and it's really bringing the best out
of me.”

Haynes has missed the majority of
the last two seasons with a neck
and back problem, which led to
him returning to his former amateur
club, Skiraugh.

“I've probably been as low as |
could be as a professional player. |
probably owe a lot to the people at
Skidaugh for really putting faith in
me, and the lads as well bringing
the best out in me by just loving
playing alongside me. “lit made me

feel that maybe | was a good
player again.

“| started to get some confidence
back and it's something I'll always
remember.

“I definitely wanted to come back
into the pro environment and |
spoke to Gary Thornton and
James Ford and they wanted to
give me an opportunity. | jumped at
the chance really.”

Haynes has had to battle for his
shirt though this season, with Ben
Reynolds initially keeping him out

of the side. .

“It seemed at one pointit ¥ ’

was going to be one or
the other,” says Haynes.
“But we've been playing
well together. Me, Pat
Smith and Ben have a
bond on the field and
we've improved as a
team. With Jack Lee at
hooker we're probably
the spine of the team.”

So now, the focus
switches from the
League and onto the
play offs. Haynes was
part of the promotion
winning team in 2010,
and he says he'd love to
experience a Grand Final
victory again.

“I look back on that day as the best
day in my career.

“It was a fantastic occasion and a
great day and that's something I've
spoken about to the young lads,
that they stick with you forever.

“Whether you're the champions of
the egg cup or the World Cup
you're still the champions, and
that's something you should be
proud of.”
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Fordy’s Thoughts...

Hello and welcome back to the
Huntington Stadium for what
could be it's last ever
competitive fixture. I've really
enjoyed playing here over the
last four years, and in some
ways I'll miss it. I'd like to thank
all the York fans who've
supported me over the last four
seasons. I've not always played
at the standards | would have
liked, nor played as frequently as
some of the coaches would
have liked, but you've made the
experience very memorable and
positive. Thank you very much.

Last time out we beat the London
Skolars in a performance that
lacked a little bit of defensive intent,
and attacking composure. This
was symptomatic of a team being
put through some

very demanding training. After
securing the league title we
planned a mini preseason
designed to maximise physical
performance on October 5th.
We've been unloading for the past
week and today the players should
be ready to perform at the
standards your used to.

It's a good job Jamie Bell has
periodised the training loads and
intensities so well, as Oldham are
one of the most physical sides in
the competition. The contest
between us stands at 1-1,

something I'm sure both teams are
looking forward to addressing.
Oldham are a big, direct team who
took us apart around the marker
and ruck over in Lancashire.
They've also got some very
powerful three- quarters and John
Ford, their strike edge who they'll
look to shift the ball to.

Playoff Rugby is very different from
the league campaign, we'll need to
be; patient, composed, clinical and

ruthless. We'll also need as much
support from the best set of fans in
the championship - get behind our
boys and make sure they finish the
season with the reward they
deserve.

See you after the game
James




Be a part of York’s

new Community Stadium,

home to both York City Knights

RFL and York City Football Club.

Simply buy a brick for yourself, your

family or your business. You can personalise

it with your own message and It will be engraved
into the walls forever. It would make a great gift
or the ideal way to remember a loved one.

Join us today to secure your gach
place in history!

For more information call 01904 767404

Cruelty to children must stop. FULL STOP.
Registered Charity No’s:
Registered Charity No: 1112571 216401 SC037717
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after £1000 deposit contribution!
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after £1000 deposit contribution

1195
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in stock for
immediate
delivery
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Pagraent £3517.00, 10td amount pagabie £22603 36
FPRIEpayrents of £169.76 Dasedon 9000 rades par

1RiNS 3p0hy. 185 o over. Guivantess / ndemnities Mayberequired Kia Mowrs Finance RH 1 ISR, Pictures 1oy ILSTATONAWPosas iy

arom

4%

13500.00, change for g £ 152692, RadRate
2520, ot £23121.92,
A5 IPA, 36 pagreent £I5.97, Dasad on 000 miles per amnum

Book your test drive NOW, dont miss out!

Jockey Lane, Monks Cross, York, YO32 9LG
Telephone: 01904 466600 www.sgpetch.co.uk

Knights In The Community...

Well..... What a year, what a past
25 years and what a great way
to end our time at Huntington
Stadium last time out. May | just
congratulate everyone that has
been involved with this years
success, sponsors, fans,
players, staff, volunteers and
coaches. Lets hope the team get
what they deserve, come the 5th
October.

QOver the School holidays we
regularly ran some free rugby
sessions in parks across the city

including; Rawcliffe, Hull Road,
Rowntrees and Westbank Park.
This saw hundreds of children take
part in tag rugby games and
activities, some who had never
played tag rugby before, and
others who were there just to
improve their skills and were
regular players at one of the
community clubs across the city.

The sessions ran for two hours and
were a simple turn up and play
option for kids during the school
holidays and proved very
successful with a number of the
children attending York City
Knights games as well as starting
to play rugby at their local
community club.

We have just started a new school
term, which in turn brings new
projects, and new school visits.
One of the current projects we are
running, thanks to a partnership
with DE Ford Insurance, is the ever
popular Read to Achieve, where
children spend 2 hours a week
with a mentor, from the York City
Knights, guiding them through the
process of organising a school
sports tournament, which will take
place at their school.

The project is geared towards
enhancing the reading and writing
ability of the children taking part, in
an innovative way, as well as the
children becoming more confident
in the work that they do. The
children, currently at Hob Moor
School, are planning on running a
football tournament in November.

We're sticking with Vale Radio
" “onine

Your Local Station for the Vale of York -

With great music and news that matters to you!

ThevateOnline com
§

www.thevaleonline.com

The great thing about this project is
that the children actually see what
their work does, with the
successful running of a sports
tournament at the end of the
project. The children go through
the process of writing letters,
creating e-mails and welcome
packs for the schools, as well as
contacting potential sponsors
using the telephone too, so they
are learing a whole number of
different skills needed in secondary
school and beyond.

Don't forget, if you want to get fit
and not head to the gym, but enjoy
rugby, then head down to
Huntington School astroturf, every
Wednesday evening 6pm - 7pm,
where there is a social touch rugby
programme running. You can take
part in this for just £3 per session
and it is open to anybody of any
ability, gender and age (over 14
years old.) This fast, non contact
version of the game is a great way
to make friends, keep fit and have
fun.

Finally, don't forget to tune into the
brand new radio station, Vale
Radio. The chaps at the radio
station were a massive help in co-
ordinating and running our very
successful Blue and White ball and
will be running regular news stories
on the work that we do in the
community with the Foundation.

Jack




Get the

RS started!

Roofing Contractors We specialise in a variety of
different occasions we can

) cater for any event!
www.rksroofingyork.co.uk

Simply give our team a call
& let them know what
you're celebrating &
they’ll come up with an
amazing package-just for
you.

Tel: 01904 491 207 | Mob: 07789 118 517

Yo X k = h LYe Whether you’re looking for

decorations,

HY d X a.u 1 1 c s entertainment or simply
Li

an area for your mates,

lt e d we’ll tailor it to your

needs. Enquire online or
give our team a call today!

Julia Avenue

Monks Cross Tel: 01904 633358 Call
York Fax: 01904 651637
YO32 9R or log on to

PROUD TO SPONSOR YORK CITY KNIGHTS

BAR 13, Huntington Stadium,
Monks Cross, York, YO32 OPW




Our Visitors Today...

So, it's the playoff's and the
‘Loser Gets Another Go’ game.

For the winners, it’s straight to the
final at Leeds Carnegie (
Headingley ) on Sunday October
5th.

Oldham came through their
qualifying match at Hunslet, taking
control after the Hawks had
established a twelve point lead
with a solid, if unspectacular
opening half hour. A converted try
and Josh Crowley’s all important
drop goal on the break were a
portent of what was to come as
Scott Naylor's men cut loose after
the interval to record eighteen
unanswered points with full back
Steve Nield driving great holes off
the back off Hunslet's poor kicking
game and Kenny Hughes directing
the likes of Michael Ward and Phil
Joy to soften up the opposing
defence.

Dave March inspired Hunslet into a
late charge but Oldham hung on
by a single point to claim their trip
to the HS today.

16

Steven Nield has the ability to play
centre, on the wing or his position
of late, full back and is able to
strike deep into the heart of
opposing defences with an eye for
an opening, two great feetand a
tremendous turn of pace. Nield
spent two seasons in the reserves
before being elevated to the senior
squad and was top try scorer in
the under-23s last season. He
played at Saddleworth Rangers as
a junior before signing for St
Helens when he was 15. He was at
Saints for four years before joining
Roughyeds reserves in the hope of
winning a pro contract. He is also
considered to be a good goal
kicker.

On the wing is the division’s top try
scorer, Dale Bloomfield, whose
current league season total is
twenty up to now. His pro career
started at Widnes Vikings before a
move to St Helens, then he spent
three years at Rochdale where he
scored a total of 30 tries in two
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seasons and was selected in
Championship One Team of the
Yearin 2011. He is also in his
second year with Scott Naylor's
side, having scored 11 tries in 23
games last season, missing only
one. Given any space at all this try
poacher extraordinaire will be on
the scoresheet again this
afternoon.

Oldham possess a superb second
row pairing of tough,
uncompromising battlers who
make a tremendous contribution to
the overall team effort. Danny
Langtree came through the
excellent St Helens academy
setup and then spent two seasons
in the Oldham reserve team and
grabbing a first-team chance with
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both hands at back end of 2012
season. Mainstay of reserves’ pack
that reached two sucessive grand
finals in 2011 and 2012, Danny
scored ten tries in 23 first-team
games in 2013.

The other aforementioned second
rower is Josh Crowley will be

making his 38th consecutive
appearance today in an Oldham
shirt. Josh made his way into the
game with Warrington and then
had three years at Widnes before
becoming Scott Naylor's first
signing for Oldham ahead of the
2013 season. He is a tremendously
strong-running forward who was
an ever-present in his first season
with a maximum 24 appearances.
Josh has also won more man-of-
the-match awards than any other
Oldham player.

23 year old Phil Joy plays at prop
forward and is very much the local
lad, playing his amateur rugby
league with Waterhead. A product
of the Oldham development

system, he gained two reserve
team player awards in 2012, won
his first senior contract for 2013
and carried off the coach’s player-
of-the-year award in his first
season at that level. Off the field
Phil got a BSc Joint Honours
degree in maths and economics at
Leeds and now studying for a
masters. The proverbial ‘big unit’,
he will look to dominate upfront in
the opening 20 minutes and set a
platform for his side to rack the
points up.

28 year old Steven Roper will be
one of Scott Naylor's pivotal
players this afternoon, directing
operations on Oldham’s potent left
side of attack and using his

accurate kicking game to tum the
opposition around. A relative
newcomer to Whitebank, Steve
amived in early May this year on
loan from Rochdale Hornets. He
made his Roughyeds debut in the
30-22 win at Gloucester and can
play in either half-back spot or
hooker. Steven is a vastly
experienced player, having spent
six seasons at Rochdale. And was
previously with Workington and is a
very adept kicker of goals.

Andy Atkinson




Fixtures & Results...

Date K.O Game Versus

Sunday 16th January 3pm Gateshead Thunder (F)
Sunday 9th February 3pm Sheffield (F)

Sunday 16th February 3pm York Select (F)

Sunday 2nd March 3pm Gloucester All Golds
Sunday 9th March 3pm Hunslet Hawks

Sunday 16th March 3pm Whitehaven

Sunday 23rd March 3pm South Wales Scorpions
Sunday 6th April 2pm Swinton Lions CC Round 4
Sunday 13th April 3pm Oxford

Friday 18th April 7.30pm Gateshead Thunder
Sunday 4th May 3pm London Skolars
Sunday 11th May 3pm Hemel Stags

Sunday 18th May 3pm Oldham

Sunday 25th May 3pm Hunslet Hawks
Sunday 8th June 3pm Gloucester All Golds
Sunday 15th June 3pm Gateshead Thunder
Saturday 21st June 3pm South Wales Scorpions
Sunday 29th June 3pm Hemel Stags

Sunday 6th July 3pm London Skolars

Sunday 13th July 3pm Oxford

Sunday 20th July 3pm Oldham

Sunday 3rd August 3pm Gloucester All Golds
Sunday 10th August 3pm Gateshead Thunder
Sunday 17th August 3pm Hunslet Hawks

Sunday 7th September 3pm London Skolars
Sunday 21st September 3pm Oldham (Playoffs)
Sunday 5th October TBC Grand Final

Score
30-20
24-18
70-14
26-16
28-26
34-32
76-0

31-28
24-16
30-26
36-16
22-14
31-30
40-0

24-22
42-16
48-10
46-22
30-20
58-10
54-12
42-18
34-30
20-18
38-28
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League Table...

Kingstone Press Championship 1

Team Played Won Drawn Lost Against Bonus Pts
York

-

Hunslet

Oldham

Gateshead

Hemel Stags
Gloucestershire All Golds

London Skolars

Wingsior

Oxford

© O N O O s W N

South Wales
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Back Row, L to R:  Will Leatt (U20s Team Manager), Nathan Harper, Adam Swift, Ben Crane, Austin Bell, Tim Stubbs, Jack Pickles, Adam Dent, Tyler Craig, Ben Dent, George Elliott, Jake Joynt, Joshua Nathaniel.
Middle Row, L to R: Sarah Hattee (Physiotherapist) Jack Pickerill, Jack Aldous, Greg Minikin, Jack lley, Ryan Backhouse, Kris Brining, Scott Talbot, Pat Smith, Curtis MacDonald, Jonny Presley, Ed Smith, Sam Orange.

Bottom Row, L to R: Jay Salter (Conditioner), Mick Ramsden (U20s Coach), Lennox Green, Luke Hardcastle, B2nn Hardcastle, Jason Golden, James Ford, Jack Lee, Gary Thornton (Head Coach), James Haynes,
Luke Thomlinson, Stephen Batty, Jamie Bell (Head Conditioner), Rich Kirby (Kit Supervispr).

Players 8} Sponsors

James Haynes - Smith Wilson Pat Smith - LoveRugbyLeague.com Ryan Mallinder lain Morrison Jack lley

George Elliott - Britcab Ltd Jonny Presley - John Matthews Ed Smith i Jack Pickles - BSS Industrial Ben Crane

James Ford - Clinical Technologies Nathan Freer Lee Paterson - Stableé International Austin Bell - DE Ford Benn Hardcastle - Dar al Oud UK LTD
Greg Minikin - RKS Roofing Contractors Jack Lee - Castles UK Kriss Brining - DB Decjorators Jake Joynt Nathan Harper

Ben Dent Jack Aldous - Pryers Solicitors LLP Jason Golden - Marci@ Watson Harry Carter - GLB Transport Tyler Craig - Embassy Racing
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James Burrell

Builders Merchants

Our York Branch is evolving.
See the changes happening at
Seafire Close, Clifton Moor. YORK. YO30 4UU

www.jamesburrell.com

We are proud to support the

York City Knights

Miller's Famous Fish & Chips
55 The Village, Haxby, York YO32 2JE

Tel: 01904 769169

HEAD TO TOE PROTECTION

Value for money without

compromise on safety!

See our extensive range of workwear, personal
wear and personal protection equipment.

For value for money without compromising i
on quality, durability or safety head to Active <&
Workwear, for Head to Toe Protection!

Stay Safe Stay Seen

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 8
OFFICIAL STOCKIST OF

Mﬂ] BLAKLADER

7,,4,&”“” WORKWEAR FOOTWEAR

ORIGINAL

cLick.

WORKWEAR

Jnickerr

Tell 01 1 3 2567021 Fax: 0113 2566600
i www.workwearshop.co.uk




FutureRenovations

the complete - local, professional building service .co.uk

v Extensions & Conversions v Insurance Work
v Renovation & Maintenance v Damp Proofing & Timber Treatment
v New Builds v Roofing & Joinery

v Property Development v Plastering - Traditional & Modern

ool Free Quotes — Call STEVE

. "\.:'

" 0800 587 0755

Pu’rutBunld PululPlast

Freeview

) Sky Service calls
fed up with e :
Satellite Dishes installed

POOR RECEPT'ON?... TV FM & DAB Aerials

still running off your Telephone extensions

2 Multiroom AV
OLD AERIAL SYSTEM? digital (]

CCTV
Approved Member

...CALL US TODAY! 01904 8189030

aerialservices-york.co.uk LOCALENGINEERS - PERSONAL SERVICE

CEET YOUR GONIPATTY @RI T
CRIARIEE W] THE COUEEAS
ORPRORATENNONTERY

you receive

35 entries into the Daily Draw to win £500 everyday
Monday to Friday plus lots of other prizes

Listing of your company in the
Knights matchday programme

Signed Knights shirt

Two match tickets plus lounge passes for Knights
home league matches.

All this for just £10 per week!!

Don't miss out Join Now
Call John Holmes on 07773 701462
or at the office on 01904 767404

KNICHTS
>

The following are all members of the Knights Corporate Lottery

Three Cranes, Nags Head, Shoulder of Mutton, Cornerhouse,
Lord Collingwood, York Brewery, The King William - Acomb




LEAGUEWEEKLY

every Monday

A New Era!

I've found myself in a rather
exclusive club these past 12
months; a small collective of
individuals within the rugby
league press who have been
consistently supportive of and
enthusiastic about the RFL's
radical plans to restructure the
league pyramid.

From the very beginning, while
others were quick to brand it
‘contrived’ and 'over-complicated',
the '12s and 8s' plan appeared to
me to be a very reasonable
compromise between the interests
of two diametrically opposed
‘factions’ within the sport.

There are those who feel licensing
was working and, not only that,
that it was the very best way to
nurture young talent. On the other
hand, others saw it as a betrayal of
the British sporting culture and a
means of protecting the 'elite’ and
keeping the clubs currently below
Super League out of their 'closed
shop'.

In coming up with '12s and 8s',
Red Hall sought to make both
camps happy and while
(depressingly but predictably) that
failed, it does now at least appear
that there is a growing acceptance
of the system.

| raise the matter of my early
support for what will be known as
the 'Super 8s' not to blow my own
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trumpet or make any claims to
being first on the bandwagon
should it tur out to be a
spectacular success (although |
reserve the right to do sol), but to
highlight my personal taste for
innovation prior to making this
statement... Bonus points are a
temible idea.

Not in the Championships, you
understand. | think a single point as
consolation for a namow defeat is a
perfectly acceptable way of
motivating part-time players to
keep going once a game is
realistically lost. Whether they need
that motivation is an entire debate
in itself, but while | may not
personally have introduced bonus
points for the lower leagues | was
not passionately against it.
However, such a system has no
place in top level sport. You win or
you lose, and that's it. Sometimes
it isn't fair but sport isn't about

fair. It's about competition. It's
about winners and losers. It's
about the joy of victory and the
despair of failure — a despair that
would only be cheapened by the
'reward’ of a losing bonus. Top
level sport needs to be ruthless
because ruthlessness is
compelling.

That's a fact recognised by the
RFL in other facets of the league
structure. The play-offs, for

instance, are hardly fair on the
team finishing top but they are
great to watch. Similarly, there'll be
litle consolation for the team that
loses the new ‘million pound
game' —and that's what is so
compelling about it.

There's also the so-awful-it-
doesn't-bear-thinking-about
scenario in which, come the final
round of the regular season, one
team who needs three points to
finish in the top eight (or the top
four of the Championship) has a
match against another that needs
only a bonus point to do the same
and we end up with rugby league's
very own version of the 'Disgrace
of Gijon', when West Germany and
Austria ‘came to an amangement'
at the 1982 FIFA World Cup. Highly
unlikely, | know, but possible
nevertheless.

The naysayers already have
enough ammunition to fire at you
with should they wish and should
next season not go quite as well as
you all planned. It might be wise
not to give them any more.

Paul Bennett -
League Weekly
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Rammo’s Thoughts...

Our play off series starts today
and our visitors arrive full of
confidence after their win by a
single point at Hunslet on Friday
night.

If 'm honest, | was surprised by
the result as | thought Hunslet
would win the game, but credit to
Oldham who have hit some good
form and deserved the victory. It
just shows what play-off rugby can
do, with teams under more
pressure and having to deal with a
step up in intensity, unexpected
results can happen. We feel we
have prepared very well for this
game, as we have for all the
games this season, but it is yet to

be seen how our players cope with
the added expectation. Looking
back this season, we have played
very well in the 'big games’ against
the better teams having beaten
both Hunslet and Oldham at home
by big margins. This suggests that
the players will deal with the play-
offs very well, and they will meet
our expectations. | have a feeling
that if we win today, we will be
meeting Oldham in the final at
Headingley as they are very strong
at Whitebank Stadium and | would
predict that they will beat either
Hunslet or Gateshead in the last

qualifying game.

Today’s game will be, if nothing
else, a huge physical battle as we
expect Oldham to come strong at
us up front. Our forwards are ready,
and whichever team wins this area
will put themselves in a good
position to qualify for the Final. The
extra few weeks off has given us
time to get all our players healthy,
and they have been working hard
in the gym with the two Jamie’s to
make sure they are firing on all
cylinders today. The prowler has
had some hammer too and even
Gary did a set of ten on Thursday!

The season has been a success,
but we are not finished and
winning promotion is very
important to everyone. We hope to
see an improved attendance today
and ask that you play your part by
giving them loads of
encouragement from the stands!

Cheers,

Rammo
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incredible giveaway of....

A SMEG FAB28 Retro Fridge worth £979
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840 6333 or email . info@yorkcycleworks.com
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View From The Stands...

Good afternoon and welcome to
today’s Kingstone Press
Championship One play-off
semi-final clash with Oldham
Roughyeds.

After an exciting opening weekend
of play-off action where both
games were decided by just one
point, it is now the Knights’ turn to
join the party and on the back of an
incredible 11 game winning run, the
boys are feeling confident!

| love this time of year in the world
of rugby league, as every game
really does matter. Whether it's at
Coventry in National Conference
League division 3 or in Sydney in
the NRL, you have 34 players who
have a whole seasons worth of
hard work on the line and it tells in
the action, as every single player
raises his game accordingly.

Thanks to all the hard work in the
regular season, York have two bites
of the cherry to get to the Grand
Finals day at Headingley on
October 5th. Hopefully we won't
need both though! Today’s
opponents will be in a confident
mood after winning away at
Hunslet last week, and we know
only too well how tough that is to
do. This afternoon’s fixture has all
the ingredients to be an absolute
classic, right up there with the
televised fixture between these two
teams back in 2010. All we need
now is that Pop stand bouncing
once again...

Enjoy today’s game!

Follow me on twitter:

@GavWilson -
#13Knights

Join the debate! Keep an eye out
on the Knights social media pages
to have your say!

Twitter.com/YorkKnightsRLFC or
use the hashtag #13Knights in your
tweet.

Facebook.com/YorkCityKnights

And don't forget to check our
website YorkCityKnights.co.uk!

Lauren Ruddock
(@Lozzzknight) on twitter
says: “Huge game today,
just need to keep our focus
for the next three weeks. Get
behind the boys!
#YorikAndProud #Believe

Phillip Martin Pallister on
facebook said: “Stay aways
have missed a team of
players who have shown
heart & pride in the shirt! It's
been a tough season, but
Jjob not quite finished yet!
York and proud!”

Barlby Knight 65 on the
unofficial forum said: “Think
we seemed a bit rusty
[against London Skolars]
after having 3 weeks off, but
on the plus side any niggling
injuries can be sorted & they
will be a bit fresher today!”

»Join us every
match day for
live scores
coverage and

discussion in ?lUf

chat room

THE FIRST PLACE FOR NEWS

from: Super League,
The Championships,
Challenge Cup,
Northern Rail Cup,
NRL, & the
International scene.

Fantasy Rugby League

& Tipping competitions for
Super League, Championship

& Championship 1 with fantastic
prizes up for grabs.

Comprehensive match day live scores
console providing you with live coverage
& discussion from all the games.

Regular competitions with great prizes
including match day tickets & shirts.

Weekly podcast which special guests including
coaches & players.

An active fans forum where you can talk about
everything rugby league.

Extensive stats system which includes a vast amount
of match & player data from over the years.

www.loverugbyleague.com

pon't forget...
to show your love
for the greatest game
by getting kit_ted out
with our exclusive range
of Love Rugby League
merchandise‘.‘.
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Is YOUR Business
at RISK

Ford Risk Management provides
risk management solutions to over
200 clients across the UK.

Find out how we can help you

Calluson 01904 784 141 for more info

www.fordriskmanagement.co.uk

A trading divigion of D E Ford Insurance Brokers
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Conditioners Update...

Welcome to what will hopefully
be the last home game of the
season as we welcome a
buoyant Oldham side off the
back of whatis seenas a
surprise victory over Hunslet.
Having been at that game for me
Oldham came away deserved
winners having been more
aggressive and showed great
enthusiasm throughout.

We need to match that enthusiasm
and aggression today, we have
consistently been the strongest

team in this league and when
placed against teams in the league
above we have always competed
physically. The squad comes in to
this game as strong as it was at the
end of pre season, if not stronger. |
have every faith in the ability of the
selected men today and hopefully
if we have got the preparation right
as coaches over the last 4 weeks,
today you should see an energised
squad hungry and ready to seize
that first grand final place with a
win today at the Huntington
stadium.

As this may be the last home game
of the season | would like to say
that this group of players have
inspired me to become better as a
coach | hope to achieve the big
prize with them this year and
continue to work and develop
together to build a successful club
for the fans.

Get behind the boys!!

Jamie Bell

Monks Cross
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Market leading Push-Fit System

CONNECT WITH CONFIDENCE
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P ooas. M lovin’it’
LA o + Heat-free. No hot works
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-+ Superb quality manufacture
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PLUMBING

FOR A PLUMBING SYSTEM THAT COMBINES THE BEST OF
COPPER AND PLASTIC - CHOOSE TECTITE
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Caught on Camera...

Photos courtesy of Charles Peart

yorkc:tykmghts C@
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UAMES HAYNES

York City Knights V
Oldham

OLDHAM R L F.C.

Sunday 21st Sept 2014, 3.00pm

Position
FULL BACK

Sponsor
"SMITH WILSON

JAMES SALTONSTALL |

RIGHT WING

JAMES FORD

CLINICAL RIGHT CENTRE

TECHNOLOGIES

GREG MINIKIN

RKS ROOFING LEFT CENTRE

CONTRACTORS

“XANTHE BROWN l

BEN DENT

" FEARGUS BROWN l LEFT WING

PAT SMITH

LOVERUGBYLEAGUE
.COM

STAND-OFF

26

BEN REYNOLDS

28

COLTON ROCHE

l’ OPEN SIDE PROP

JACK LEE

CASTLES UK l HOOKER

10

JACK ALDOUS

PRYERS SOLICITORS BLIND SIDE PROP

LLP.

11

RYAN MALLINDER

I 2nd ROW

12

ED SMITH

2nd ROW

13

LEE PATERSON

" STABLER
INTERNATIONAL

' LOOSE FORWARD

SUBSTiTUTES

14

KRIS BRINING

DB DECORATORS SUB 1

34

BRAD BRENNAN

18

AUSTIN BELL

DE FORD SUB 3

INSURANCE

35

JOSH TONKS

SUB 4

GARY THORNTON

HEAD COACH

Ref

G.STOKES

InG
oal

B.ROBINSON
C.DEAN

i
. suB2
.
H
.

OLDHAM
STEVEN NIELD

ADAM CLAY

DAVID COOKSON

JON FORD

DALE BLOOMFIELD

LEWIS PALFREY

; l  SCRUM-HALF

STEVE ROPER

PHIL JOY

GARY OWEN

JASON BOULTS

JOSH CROWLEY

DANNY LANGTREE

LIAM THOMPSON

MICHAEL WARD

NATHAN MASON

KENNY HUGHES

GEORGE TYSON

SCOTT NAYLOR

M.GRIFFITHS
. SMITH




