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ROUGHYEDS
VSBATLEY BULLDOGS

Sunday, 21st May, 2017
KICK OFF 3PM |  £2.50

PROGRAMME No. 720th anniversary

ADAM CLAY... 
fans still talking about 
his 'unbelievable' 40/20 
at Dewsbury
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I would like to thank Phil
Fitton, Chairman of
Manchester Rangers and
Sarah Holland and her
staff for their help in
getting the fixture on.
Let's hope it's a lucky
venue for us.

After our last match at
London it is important
that we get back to
winning ways today in
what both teams will see

GOOD afternoon and
welcome to the
Manchester Regional
Athletics Arena which,
due to extended pitch
work at Bower Fold,
represents yet another
"home" ground for us.

as a key game. After the
heights of last season
Batley have struggled to
match that form so far
this year but from when
we played them at their
ground earlier this
season we know only too
well how good a side
they can be.

We are entering an
important phase of the
season in our next three
games and if we can
show the kind of form we
expect then we can go a
long way to pushing on
in the division. We know
only too well, however,
that no teams roll over in
the Championship and
we must strive to find a
level of consistency that
has, so far, eluded us.

Having said that, we are
ahead of where we were
at this point last season
and, while we're not
content with that, it does
underline what I said
earlier; we can put
ourselves into a position
where we are looking up
the table rather than
down it.

With more home matches
than away matches to
come between now and
the end of the season we
can look to try and build
on our current position
and really cement
ourselves in the
Championship.

Everybody has had a few
days off with no game
last week and we have
been able to let the
players and staff have a
break from each other
and recharge their
batteries. The
Championship is
relentless and we will all
feel the benefits from the
break.

Next Saturday we go to
Blackpool for the Summer
Bash derby clash against
local rivals Rochdale, a
game that gives us the
opportunity to showcase
ourselves live on TV. I'm
hoping for a less dramatic
match than last season
for obvious reasons.

As always your support
for the team has been
first class and hopefully
today, and next week at
Blackpool, will be no
different.

Get behind the lads as we
try to get another two
important league points.

Enjoy the game,

Christopher Hamilton
Chairman

Oldham Rugby League
Football Club

A MESSAGE
FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
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TOUCHLINE TOPICS
BY SCOTT NAYLOR

been so much better in terms
of points won.

Our level of consistency could
also have been much better
week by week, no matter who
we were playing and whether
we were home or away. 

If, in the remainder of our
league games, we can
introduce consistency into our
game we will be in great shape
going into the play-offs and,
hopefully, we can be pushing
for a mid-table finish which
would be a much-improved
situation compared with how
we fared last year,

The players are giving
everything they can in training
and they are desperate to do
well for the fans as are we, the
coaching staff.

Together, we can start the
second half of our league
matches confident and in
positive mood, determined that
we will finish this season
showing a marked
improvement on last year and
further realising our aim to
improve the club, and its
results, year on year.

Many thanks for all your
support,

Scott

HELLO everyone and
welcome to today's
game against Batley
Bulldogs.

Muse Developments Ltd are
sponsors of head coach 

Scott Naylor, Lee Spencer 
and Peter Carey

The biggest difference
between this 'home' game and
all the others is the venue,
obviously, and the fact that we
are giving up home advantage
at Bower Fold so that repairs
can continue at Stalybridge,
which will enable us to play on
a quality surface in our
remaining home games.

Our opponents today come to
us with a mixed bag of results
this season which,
unfortunately, is much like
ourselves.

I assume that 'consistency' is
not a word used much in this
campaign by players or fans of
either club.

Although we are in a better
position in the KP
Championship table than we
were in at this time last year,
we've had a frustrating time
game to game, especially
when you look at our
performances on away
grounds against the so-called
big teams.

Even though we have taken
points off every team around
us in the league, and we lost at
Halifax by only two points, 
I feel this season could have
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TLH AUCTIONEERS OF
CHADDERTON 
THE LATEST ADDITION TO OUR SPONSORSHIP PORTFOLIO

In an agreement for the rest of this
season, TLH will be main sponsors
of a one-off Summer Bash playing
kit which will be worn only once in
our televised clash with Rochdale
at Bloomfield Road, Blackpool next
Saturday, May 27 (2.30pm)

TLH Auctioneers will also feature,
for the rest of the season, on kit
worn by our head trainer, doctor,
water carriers, ball boys and
physiotherapists as well as on our
players' warm-up tops.

Said club chairman Chris Hamilton:
"We are delighted to get a new
sponsor on board and one with
such a high profile as TLH
Auctioneers.
"We are pleased to secure a deal
and we are looking forward to
working with TLH and to having
their name associated with the
club."

Hazel Slater, office manager for
TLH Auctioneers, Westwood
Industrial Estate, Arkwright St,
Chadderton OL9 9LZ said: "I'm
practically 100 per cent sure the
agreement will continue for next
season and beyond.

"We are excited about this new
partnership because we like to get
involved with the local community
and this is our latest move in that
direction.
"People get a wrong idea about
auctions and auctioneers. We're an
international company with
dealings from all around the world

and a data base of more than
60,000 registered customers."

The shirts, each signed by the
player who wears them, will be
worn at Summer Bash and then go
up for auction with money raised
split between the Oldham RLFC
Community Trust and Maggie's
Oldham, the cancer support centre
that will open next month at the
Royal Oldham Hospital.

TLH say they are 'the North-West's
best-kept secret'. They have live
auctions at Arkwright Street every
Tuesday and Saturday, starting at
10am, and one on-line auction
every day.

Facilities include a five-star rated
cafe which was refurbished a few
months ago.

Added Hazel: "We've been going
for 20 years, but in the last four
years we've developed at an
amazing rate and launched a sister
branch in Liverpool. Major High
Street department stores use us to
dispose of surplus stock etc.

"We support local community
causes with charity events at Easter
and Christmas and we back the
dance troupe, Fierce Dance, on a
regular basis."

PARTNERS . . . Hazel Slater and Chris Hamilton launch the new sponsorship.
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BUYSPORTSKIT

PROUD SUPPLIERS OF
OLDHAM RLFC
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STATISTICS
AFTER 14 GAMES...
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Take the
Team Home

with this HUGE 20” x 32”
handmade quality canvas -
mounted onto a 4cm pine
frame and collected from
Bower Fold or Whitebank!

A SQUAD TO BE PROUD OF . . . YOUR CLASS OF 2017

BACK: Lee Spencer (assistant coach), Michael Ward, Danny Langtree, Scott Turner, George Tyson, Adam Clay, Danny Grimshaw, Liam Thompson, Steven Nield, Rebecca O’Loughlin (physiotherapist).
MIDDLE: Adrian Tierney (kit manager), Peter Carey (assistant coach), Jamel Chisholm, Craig Briscoe, Jack Spencer, Keiran Gill, Joe Burke, Phil Joy, Adam Neal, Ben Davies, 

Patrick Hoyte (head physiotherapist), Ryan Dixon (strength and conditioning coach).
FRONT: Kenny Hughes, David Hewitt, Sammy Gee, Scott Naylor (coach), Gareth Owen (captain), Christopher Hamilton (Chairman), Scott Leatherbarrow, Tuoyo Egodo, Richard Lepori.

          

£30

£25

£25

Oldham Rugby League FC 
have teamed up with Print Room
Manchester to offer supporters 

a unique opportunity to 
capture all the drama and excitement 

of the 2017 season.

Available to order from
www.printroommanchester.co.uk/orlfc 

or by phone on: 0800 999 2392
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SATURDAY 26 AUGUST
WEMBLEY STADIUM

15% OFF ADULT TICKETS UNTIL THE 6TH OF JUNE. USE THE CODE PHASE2 TO REDEEM YOUR 
DISCOUNT OR BOOK A GROUP OF 15+ TO RECEIVE UP TO 40% OFF.

ADULTS FROM £27.50 | STUDENTS FROM £17.50 | JUNIORS FROM £5

GO TO RUGBY-LEAGUE.COM OR CONTACT GROUPS ON GROUPS@RFL.CO.UK / 0844 8561115
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sponsorship worth £5,000; match
sponsorship for ten (£600); similar for
six (£400); a family season ticket, £400;
signed Oldham shirt; signed Oldham
ball; and others. 

Among guests at the launch were Mike
Flanagan, manager of Spindles Town
Square Shopping Centre; Ian Milligan,
chief executive of Stalybridge Celtic;
Roughyeds fan Rob Nixon (61), who
ran the Manchester Marathon for
Maggie's and hopes to do the London
marathon next year.

Our chairman Chris Hamilton said: "We
are proud to strike a partnership with
Maggie's. Few people are not affected
by cancer and the centre will provide

marvellous support for the community."
Laura Tomlinson of Maggie's added: "We'll
do a few events for the community during
the week beginning June 12."

The Stoller Charitable Trust has fully
funded the building of the centre, but the
running of it relies solely on voluntary
donations and fundraising.

For 'Superdraw 2017' tickets contact
the club on 07904 898177 or email to :

enquiries@roughyeds.co.uk

Alternatively, ring Laura Tomlinson on
07584 518266 or email to:

laura.tomlinson@maggiescentres.org

20th anniversary

The prizes will be as follows:
1st:  Kit Sponsorship for 2018 (Value  £10,000)
2nd: Kit Sponsorship for 2018 (Value £5,000)
3rd:  Match Sponsorship for 10 people (Value £600)
4th:  Match Sponsorship for 6 people (Value £400)
5th:  Family Season Ticket (Value £400)
Additional prizes:
Signed Oldham RLFC shirt, Signed Oldham RLFC Ball plus others

SUPERDRAW 2017
TICKET AVAILABLE ON 07904 898177
or email enquiries@roughyeds.co.uk

A full list of terms and conditions is available at www.roughyeds.co.uk
£100
TICKET PRICE

Oldham Rugby League 
Community Trust

SPONSORS, fans, invited guests and
friends of the club got together with
Maggie's Oldham at Gourmet Burger
Kitchen, Parliament Square to launch a
unique fund-raiser. 'Superdraw 2017' will
support  Oldham RLFC Community Trust
and Maggie's cancer support centre, to
open on June 9 at the Royal Oldham
Hospital.

To recognise our 20th anniversary, the
club has donated its 2017 main kit
sponsorship to Maggie's to raise
awareness.

Draw tickets are £100 each, but the first
prize --- 2018 Oldham RLFC kit
sponsorship  --- is alone worth £10,000.

Other prizes include a 2018 kit
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in fRAncE fOR THE TOULOUSE GAME, APRiL 8TH, 2017

PicTURES in THE SUn BY DAViD MURGATROYD AnD DAViD nAYLOR (cOnTinUED OVERLEAf)
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20th anniversary
Pictures in the sun by David Murgatroyd and David Naylor
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OUR VISITORS - 
BATLEY BULLDOGS

Diskin, a replacement for
the Wakefield-bound coach
John Kear,  knew he was
taking over at a club
confident of their
Championship credentials.
Batley finished a creditable
third in the 2016 season
and therefore qualified for a
place in the middle-eights
and a dream of achieving a
Super League place for
2017.  The Bulldogs
managed one win out of
seven games, against
Championship
rivals Featherstone Rovers
who were to finish pointless
in the end-of-season
competition.

The close season saw new
recruits such as Joel Farrell
(Dewsbury), Macauley
Hallett (Swinton) and Dane
Manning (Halifax) arrive at
the club.  Going in the

opposite direction were
Keegan Hirst who followed
Kear to Wakefield whilst
Chris Ulugia
joined Featherstone Rovers.

Batley's 2017 season began
in earnest, literally, at the
Ernest Argeles stadium
in Blagnac as they provided
the opening day's opposition
to new boys Toulouse
Olympique.  The game was
lost to the French team but
revenge was gained in
Round 4 of the Ladbrokes
Challenge Cup where a
second trip across the
channel rewarded
Batley with a 34-16 victory.

Five wins have come from
Batley's league campaign so
far this season.  Home
victories over Halifax,
Swinton, Rochdale and the
Roughyeds show how tough
it is for any team to visit the
Fox's Biscuits Stadium.
Away trips have not been so
rewarding however and only
a solitary win against
Sheffield Eagles is recorded
in the away W column.

Today's game is the last
before this year's Summer
Bash in Blackpool.  The
Bulldogs will travel to the
seaside town to face arch
rivals Dewsbury Rams
on the Sunday.  Avoiding a
hat-trick of defeats against
their close neighbours
will be a top priority, having
already been beaten in both
league and cup this
season at Dewsbury's
Tetley's Stadium.

Batley are currently winless
since April 9 and have lost
four games in
succession.  Oldham will be
keen to put right the heavy
loss in the capital two
weeks ago.  A good old
fashioned four pointer to look
forward to then in the
shadows of the huge Etihad
Stadium.  We should be in
for an exciting afternoon's
rugby.

One point separates
Oldham and our visitors
from West Yorkshire. 

The importance of a win
for either side will not be
lost on respective
coaches Scott Naylor
and Matt Diskin.
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THREE TO WATCH - 
BATLEY BULLDOGS

Sam Smeaton

A 28yr old centre who began his professional career with
Featherstone Rovers. Smeaton spent five seasons at Rovers
and played 88 games, scoring 38 tries.  He moved to
Sheffield Eagles in 2015 where he spent one season before
turning down a full time contract in 2016, preferring to remain
part-time.  Enjoyed spells with Halifax and a loan period with
York City Knights before joining Batley.

Dom Brambani

Bradford born half-back with a great deal of experience.
Brambani has played for Castleford Tigers, Halifax, Dewsbury
Rams and two stints with Sheffield Eagles.

Played for Hinterland Storm in Australia's Gold Coast Bycroft
Cup League.  A prolific point scorer with both tries and goals.

James Davey

A hooker who started his professional career with Wakefield
in Super League.

Moved on to Sheffield Eagles where he made 93
appearances between 2012 and 2015 before joining John
Kear at Batley.  At 26 years old is in the peak of his career
and is a dangerous player for the Bulldogs.
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GET YOUR SUMMER BASH TICKETS FROM ROUGHYEDS AND YOU'LL BE
SUPPORTING YOUR CLUB FINANCIALLY AS WELL AS IN PERSON

We hope to take a large
following to Blackpool next
Saturday, May 27 for our clash
with Hornets (2.30) in Summer
Bash. There are three more
games on the same day,
making tickets terrific value for
money.

The more tickets we sell the
better we do financially so it
helps YOUR club if you get
your tickets from us.

Season-ticket holders go free.
Saturday tickets for everybody
else (four games) cost £20 or
£30 (adults) and £10 or £15
(concessions).

To get your tickets ring
Roughyeds on 07904 898177
between 9.30am and 1.30pm
on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday next week 
and between 9.30am and
3.30pm on Friday. 

But hurry, tickets are selling
well and time is running out.

The players will wear, for this
match only, shirts sponsored
by TLH Auctioneers of
Chadderton --- the latest
addition to our sponsorship
portfolio.

TODAY'S game and the
next two -- versus
Rochdale and Swinton  -
-- represent three of the
most important clashes
of the season, given that
Batley and our two
derby rivals are close to
us in the Championship
table.
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20th anniversary

FOR NEW MOBILE & ONLINE CUSTOMERS

UP TO
 

£50 FREE BET*

USE PROMO CODE: F50

BET IN-PLAYDOWNLOAD 
THE APP

*Offer not available in shops. Correct promo code must be entered. Singles only. Free bet expires after 7 days. Void bets do not count. 
Stake not returned on winning free bets. Ladbrokes rules apply. For full terms and conditions visit ladbrokes.com/tc/50freebet

7388 CHALLENGE CUP DTA AD indd   1 12/01/2017   15:00
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FI
XT

U
RE

S
Sunday 5

Sunday 12

Sunday 19

Sunday 26

Sunday 5

Sunday 12

Saturday 18

Sunday 26

Sunday 7

Sunday 21

Saturday 27

Sunday 2

Saturday 8

Friday 14

Monday 17

Sunday 23

Sunday 30

Date Time Opponents Result Attn.

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

1.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

6pm CET

3.00pm

7.30pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

2.30pm

Sheffield Eagles

Featherstone Rovers

London Broncos

Hull Kingston Rovers

Dewsbury Rams

Rochdale Hornets

Challenge Cup Round 4
Haydock ARLFC

Batley Bulldogs

Bradford Bulls

Toulouse Olympique

Swinton Lions

Halifax RLFC

Challenge Cup Round 5
Featherstone Rovers

Dewsbury Rams

London Broncos

Batley Bulldogs

Rochdale (Summer Bash)

W 26:10

L 6:8

L 18:20

L 0:48

Postponed

D 26:26

W 40:12

L   10:50

W 26:22 

L 18:58

W 22:18

L 14:16

L 4:30

W 28:24

L 12:74A

H

Blackpool

500 

1,691 

1,752 

804

1,364 

1,408

691

668

1783

558

7268

tbc

1087

743

781

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

A

A

Sunday 4

Sunday 11

Sunday 18

Wed 21

Sunday 25

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

8.00pm

3.00pm

Swinton Lions

Hull Kingston Rovers

Halifax RLFC

Dewsbury Rams

Bradford Bulls

A

H

H

H

A

Sunday 2

Sunday 9

Sunday 16

Sunday 23

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

Toulouse Olympique

Featherstone Rovers

Sheffield Eagles

Rochdale Hornets

H

H

A

H

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY
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Some 
things are 
better 
together...

IN PAPER - ONLINE - DIGITAL

Oldham’s education magazine: Nov 2016

A bite of the Big Apple
Hulme GS girls had a blast on a visit to
New York City - page 8

Tables turned
Gemmer Crozier didn’t apply herself at
school. Now she helps others to do just
that - page 10

Big-bird brain
Royton and Crompton School pupil Ewan
Holborn went several steps better than a
pet budgie - centre pages

Online help for pupils
Schools sign up for growing support
service, Kooth - page 16

How about some balloon art?
Hathershaw teachers get in on the fun
stuff - page 20

Thinking back
We ask gold Olympian Nicola White how
she enjoyed school, and other questions
- back page

The
race
of his
life
Could Matt Walls
follow in the
footsteps of our
gold Olympians?
- pg 19

OLDHAM BUSINESS

S e r i o u s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s

New
build
Verity Ellidge, the 
more than  
acceptable face 
of Pearsons

News Analysis Features Opinion People Events

In this issue: Something about sponsors, pg 5; something about working, pg 8 
Something about business, pg 19, something else interesting, page 27
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 OLDHAM BUSINESS

S e r i o u s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s

Fair
deal 
Ryder & Dutton’s 
Verity Ellidge 
talks property  
negotiation
page 8

News Analysis Features Opinion People Events

Inside: Financial and legal under one roof, pg 11; Ultimate’s graduates, pg 16; 
Building tradition, pg 21; Health needs and wants, pg 29 and much more

Autumn/winter 2016

          

The Oldham Chronicle - Much more than a local paper

Contact us to arrange a campaign

0161 633 2121
advertising@oldham-chronicle.co.uk

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk  www.facebook.com/oldhamchronicle
@OldhamChronicle www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk

www.facebook.com/oldhamchronicle @OldhamChronicle
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OLDHAM
RLFC BATLEY

BULLDOGS

1. Scott Turner  
2. Adam Clay 
3. George Tyson 
4. Nathan Chappell  
5. Jamel Chisholm  
6. Scott Leatherbarrow  
7. David Hewitt 
8. Phil Joy 
9. Sam Gee 
10. Adam Neal  
11. Jack Spencer 
12. Danny Langtree 
13. Liam Thompson 
18. Ben Davies 
19. Joe Burke  
20. Gareth Owen  
21. Kenny Hughes 
22. Danny Grimshaw 
23. Craig Briscoe  
24. Michael Ward
25. Kieran Gill  
29. Tuoyo Egodo  
Richard Lepori
Steven Nield

Ref:    A Sweet
TJ:  P Marklove
TJ:  D Sharpe

Res ref: J Turner
Commissioner: D Mitchell
Time-keeper: K Leyland

SCOTT NAYLOR - Head Coach
LEE SPENCER - Assistant Coach
PETER CAREY - Assistant Coach

MATCH OFFICIALS

1. Dave Scott

2. Wayne Reittie

3. Sam Smeaton

4. Macauley Hallett

5. Shaun Ainscough

6. Cane Southerwood

7. Dominic Brambani

8. Adam Gledhill

9. Alastair Leak

10. Alex Rowe

11. Brad Day

12. Joel Farrell

13. Patch Walker

14. James Davey

15. Danny Cowling

16. Tom Lillycrop

17. Joe Chandler

18. James Harrison

19. Alex Bretherton

21. James Brown

22. Dane Manning

23. Brad Hill

24. Trae O’Sullivan

25. Michael Haywood

26. Danny Bravo

27. Will Maher

28. Tom Holmes

Coach: Matt Diskin

ORSA
Integra Consulting Engineers Ltd
Mick Harrop
Pam Taylor / TTX 
buysportskit.com
Grant & Sheila Somerville
Hanlon & Wright
Oldham Past Players Assoc.
John & Lynda McAndrew
Jenny, Mike & Viv Travis
Graeme Lee
Charlotte & Neil Hague
ORSA
Kappa
John & Lynda McAndrew
Bev, Kelly & Paul Hulbert
Rita Walton
Les & Eileen Davison
Nutrition X
David & Sylvia Patterson
Dave & Val Webster
Gourmet Burger Kitchen
Rita Walton
Clarice Stevens

Muse Developments Ltd
Muse Developments Ltd
Muse Developments Ltd
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