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GOOD afternoon and 
welcome back to Bower 
Fold for the next ride on 
this roller coaster of a 
season.
After a couple of near 
misses, first  against 
Bradford last time out on 
this ground and then with 
the draw at Batley, we 
finally got a win against our 
local rivals Rochdale last 
Monday.
It was fully deserved and 
we had been building up to 
that in previous weeks.
While we overcame a 
big mental hurdle, it 
was equally important 
that, by taking two 

points in that match, we 
brought Rochdale into 
the relegation fight. Now 
anything can happen in 
the last three games of the 
season.
Of course, that win will 
mean nothing if we don’t 
use it as a platform to kick 
on. Today’s opponents have 
already been beaten on this 
ground earlier this season 
and while we are obviously 
looking for a repeat we 
know the size of the task 
ahead.
They have had a great 
season and although they 
will have been disappointed 
to lose out on a top-four 
place the fact that they 
have already finished top 
of the Shield positions with 
three games to go should 
be warning enough to us of 
just how good a team they 
are.
The earlier meeting at 
Bower Fold produced one 
of the best atmospheres 
we have had at a game for 
a long time and a repeat of 
that today could provide 
the extra impetus the lads 
need to get the win.
We had bucket loads of 
desire and determination 
last Monday, especially 
at the start of the second 
half when our defence was 
outstanding and laid the 
platform for us to stay in 
the match when it was tight 
and then move away.
It was the right effort at 
exactly the right time of 
the season and we are all 

hoping that we see it again 
in the last three matches.
Today the club has 
taken the decision to cut 
admission prices by £5 per 
person and allow under 16s 
to go free to this match. 
We are taking a gamble on 
the basis that this is a loss 
leader anyway, but just as 
importantly we are trying 
to generate support for the 
team at a crucial time of 
the season.
Fans have been involved 
with us in this process and 
also in helping to organise 
things in the run-up to the 
game and for that I am very 
grateful.
it is also a way in which we 
can say ‘thank you’ to those 
of you who have stuck with 
us this season when injuries 
have absolutely ripped the 
squad apart.
The support the lads have 
had all season has been 
exceptional and this is a 
small reward for that. Our 
season ticket holders have 
not been forgotten and all 
of them attending today 
will be entered into a draw 
to win a signed shirt.
As I said earlier, this is 
a tough match in every 
sense of the word but with 
everybody pulling together 
on and off the field another 
two points is achievable.
Enjoy the game. 
Christopher Hamilton
Chairman
Oldham Rugby League 
Football Club

A MESSAGE
FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
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TOUCHLINE TOPICS
by Scott Naylor

Muse Developments Ltd are 
sponsors of head coach 

Scott Naylor and his 
assistant Peter Carey

HELLO everyone and 
welcome to today’s 
game against Toulouse 
Olympique here at the 
Bower Fold Stadium.

Our French opponents 
come to us on the back 
of a mixed season in the 
Championship following 
their exclusion from the 
Middle 8s at the very last 
minute by Halifax which 
means they are now 
playing in the Shield.

They beat Sheffield 
Eagles 32-16 last Monday 
evening and they are 
guaranteed top spot for 
the semi-finals at the end 
of the play-off campaign.

They’ve done themselves 
proud in their first season 
in this division, playing 
a great brand of rugby, 
which excites fans and 
makes them extremely 
difficult to beat.

They’re an attacking 
team and they can score 
points from anywhere on 
the pitch at any time in 
the game, so you have to 

be switched on for every 
play when they have the 
ball.

Our last game against 
them was a nail-biter 
which went down to the 
last minute, but we came 
away with the points.

The lads will be ready 
today to fight like they 
have in the last three 
games in the play-offs, 
including last week’s win 
at Rochdale Hornets.

Our performances have 
improved recently and 
the new players are 
getting used to each 
other. A huge injury list 
seems to be sorting 
itself out and lads are 
returning to the 17 on 
a weekly basis, making 
competition stronger and 
training more intense.

Let’s continue the 
fight today and give 
everything, on and off 
the pitch, for Oldham,

Enjoy the game,
Scott
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FIXTURES & RESULTS
DATE OPPONENTS VENUE KICK-OFF RESULT ATT

AUGUST
Sunday August 6 Sheffield Eagles A 3.00pm L 56-16 305

Sunday August 13 Bradford Bulls H 3.00pm L 16-20      873

Sunday August 20 Batley Bulldogs A 3.00pm D 22-22     675

Monday August 28 Rochdale Hornets A 3.00pm W 30-24 927

SEPTEMBER
Sunday September 3 Toulouse Olympique H 3.00pm

Sunday September 10 Swinton Lions A 3.00pm

Sunday September 17 Dewsbury Rams H 3.00pm

ROUND 1  Bradford v Toulouse Olympique; Batley Bulldogs v Swinton; 
Dewsbury Rams v Rochdale Hornets; Sheffield Eagles v OLDHAM

ROUND 2  Dewsbury Rams v Toulouse Olympique; OLDHAM v Bradford Bulls; 
Rochdale Hornets v Batley Bulldogs; Swinton Lions v Sheffield Eagles

ROUND 3  Toulouse v Rochdale Hornets; Batley Bulldogs v OLDHAM; 
Sheffield Eagles v Dewsbury Rams; Swinton Lions v Bradford Bulls

ROUND 4  Bradford Bulls v Batley Bulldogs; Dewsbury Rams v Swinton Lions; 
Rochdale Hornets v OLDHAM; Toulouse Olympique v Sheffield Eagles

ROUND 5  Batley Bulldogs v Dewsbury Rams; OLDHAM v Toulouse Olympique; 
Rochdale Hornets v Swinton Lions; Sheffield Eagles v Bradford Bulls

ROUND 6  Toulouse Olympique v Batley Bulldogs; Dewsbury Rams v Bradford Bulls;
Sheffield Eagles v Rochdale Hornets; Swinton Lions v OLDHAM

ROUND 7  Toulouse Olympique v Swinton Lions; Batley Bulldogs v Sheffield Eagles; 
Bradford Bulls v Rochdale Hornets; OLDHAM v Dewsbury Rams
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STATISTICS

		  P	 W	 L	 D	 PF 	 PA 	  PD 	 PTS               

1	 Toulouse Olympique	 27	 18	 9	 0	 862	 540	 322	 36

2	 Batley Bulldogs	 27	 14	 12	 1	 711	 727	 -16	 29

3	 Sheffield Eagles	 27	 12	 15	 0	 700	 898	 -198	 24

4	 Dewsbury Rams	 27	 11	 16	 0	 543	 841	 -298	 22

5	 Rochdale Hornets	 27	 7	 19	 1	 515	 850	 -335	 15

6	 Swinton Lions	 27	 7	 20	 0	 568	 800	 -232	 14

7	 Oldham RLFC	 27	 6	 19	 2	 494	 857	 -363	 14

8	 Bradford Bulls	 27	 8	 19	 0	 578	 821	 -243	 4

		  A       	I	 T 	 G	 D 	 Pts

1	  Scott Turner	 14	 0	 4	 0	 0	 16

2	 Adam Clay	 28	 0	 10	 0	 0	 40

3	 George Tyson	 19	 0	 8	 0	 0	 32

4	 Nathan Chappell	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

5	 Jamel Chisholm	 4	 0	 1	 0 	 0	 4

6	 Scott Leatherbarrow	 25	 0	 0	 65	 0	 130

7	  David Hewitt	 26	 0	 5	 10	 0	 40

8	 Phil Joy	 4	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

9	 Sam Gee	 5	 17	 2	 0	 0	 8

10	 Adam Neal	 22	 0	 3	 0	 0	 12

11	 Jack Spencer	 20	 1	 1	 0	 0	 4

12	 Danny Langtree	 22	 1	 4	 0	 0	 16

13	 Liam Thompson	 14	 3	 1	 0	 0	  4

14	 Luke Adamson	 13	 0	 2	 0	 0	 8

15	 Luke Hooley	 4	 0	 1	 12	 0	 28

16	 Ben Morris	 4	 0	 1	 0	 0	 4 

17	 Richard Lepori	 13	 0	 8	 0	 0	 32

18	 Ben Davies	 6	 13	 0	 0	 0	 0

19	 Joe Burke	 13	 9	 7	 0	 0	 28 

20	 Gareth Owen	 11	 7	 0	 0	 0	 0

		  A       	I	 T 	 G	 D 	 Pts

21	 Kenny Hughes	 17	 11	 1	 0	 0	 4

22	 Danny Grimshaw 	 15	 1	 4	 0	 0	 16

23	 Craig Briscoe	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

24	  Michael Ward	 2	 25	 10	 0	 0	 40

25	 Kieran Gill	 9	 0	 5	 0	 0	 20

27	 Steven Nield	 7	 0	 1	 0	 0	 4

28	 Matty Wilkinson	 2	 5	 2	 0	 0	 8

29	 Tuoyo Egodo	 10	 0	 2	 0	 0	 8

DR	  Michael Wood	 11	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

DR	 Tyler Dickinson	 1	 4	 0	 0	 0	 0

DR	 Nathan Mason	 4	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0

DR	 Sam Wood	 8	 0	 3	 0	 0	 12

DR	 Darnell McIntosh	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 4

DR	 Gene Ormsby	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

DR 	Daniel Smith	 3	 1	 0	 0	 0	 4

LO	 Jordan Walne	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 4

LO	 Liam Bent	 7	 8	 0	 0	 0	 0

LO	 Brad Hill	 0	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0

LO	 Kameron Pierce-Paul	 5	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

LO	 Sadiq Adebiyi	 1	 8	 1	 0	 0	 4

LO	 Connor Williams	 5	 0	 1	 0	 0	 4

Kingstone Press Championship Shield Table

* DR (Dual Registered Player)    LO (Player on Loan)

Oldham RLFC Player Statistics (after 29 games)
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Sneyd ‘the boot’ joins
Oldham-born greats
BY ROGER HALSTEAD 

MARC Sneyd and the 
modern game are the 
perfect fit.

Older supporters will vividly 
recall the days when league 
fans scoffed at the amount 
of kicking in rugby union. 
Perhaps disrespectfully, 
we often referred to the 
15-a-side code as kick-and-
clap.

Fast-track to the way league 
is played today and there is 
certainly as much kicking in 
our code as there is in union, 
if not more so.

Our game has changed 
beyond recognition and 
whether you like it or not 
modern-day players can’t 
be compared with players of 
yesteryear; especially those 
whose roles directly embrace 
most of the new rules and 
regulations that have totally 
altered the way league is 
played.

Sneyd’s critics say he doesn’t 
run with the ball; that he 
hasn’t the speed to make 
an outside break to create 
space and running chances 
for his centres.

The Oldham-born maestro of 
tactical kicking, however, has 
just gone down in Challenge 
Cup final folklore as only the 
second man in history to win 

the Lance Todd Trophy two 
years in a row and the first to 
win it outright in consecutive 
seasons. What an accolade 

Sean Long won the 
prestigious Wembley man-
of-the-match award three 
times, while Gerry Helme, 
Andy Gregory, Martin Offiah 
and Paul Wellens won it 
twice.

Wellens shared it in 2008 
after winning it in 2007, 
but only Sneyd has won it 
exclusively two years on the 
run.

The former Salford Red 
Devils and Castleford Tigers 
player also becomes only 
the second Oldham-born 
player, behind Kevin Sinfield 
in 2005, to walk off with the 
Lance Todd.

That alone should place him 
alongside the line-up of 
Oldham-born greats despite 
the fact that he has still to 
convince a lot of people of 
just how good he is.

Maybe his critics haven’t 
accepted how much league 
has changed and how 
important it is these days 
for any team to have a 
midfield general who can 
find 40/20s, kick goals, 
land a kick to the corner on 
a sixpence, regularly find 
his opponents’ in-goal area 
and dictate tactics with an 

educated boot.

In the wake of Hull’s 18-14 
defeat of Wigan in last 
Saturday’s final, Lee Radford 
said of Sneyd: “He’s the most 
criticised half-back we’ve 
had at the club, but he’s won 
two Lance Todd Trophies - a 
phenomenal effort from a 
phenomenal player.

“He’s had a massive impact 
on our club and the thing I 
admire most about him is 
the way he has handled his 
criticism.

“For whatever reason, so 
many others were destined 
to fail in his position at our 
club, but he’s come in and 
made it his own. If he’s not 
winning people over now I’m 
not sure when he will.”

That’s good enough for me. 
Well done Marc. Move over 
Sinny, Scully, Iestyn and big 
Baz and make way for a 
new addition around the top 
table.
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It was in a different sport and 
it was in reference to winning 
a trophy, but at Bower Fold 
yesterday, as players and 
fans jointly celebrated the 
14-12 victory against top-
four, full-time side Toulouse 
Olympique, it felt like Oldham 
had won a cup . . . and kids 
in red and white played a 
massive part.

Six of the 17, Sam Wood 
at stand-off, Dave Hewitt 
at scrum-half, Kameron 
Pearce-Paul on the left wing 
and Matty Wilkinson, Sadiq 
Adebiyi and Liam Bent on 
the bench were 21 or under.

Pearce-Paul (20) and 
Adebiyi, also 20 and a front-
row forward who drove the 
ball forward with the force of 
a tank, were on home debut 
and making only their second 
appearances at this level.

In a side containing the 
maximum five loan or 
dual-registration men, as 
permitted by Championship 
rules, dual-reg Wood from 

Huddersfield Giants and on-
loan Bent, from Salford Red 
Devils, were the youngest 
pair on the field at 19.

Prop Dan Smith, their senior 
by five years, completed the 
allocation of imports on a 
day when the youngsters 
quickly became of age while 
a more seasoned and street-
wise member of the squad, 
Steve Nield, turned back the 
clock a couple of years.

Recalled from a loan spell at 
Gloucester and playing only 
his second competitive game 
in two years for his home-
town club, the full-back 
scored the first try after 14 
minutes and went on to enjoy 
a memorable afternoon. He 
never put a foot wrong. He 
wasn’t on his own, either. 

All ten Oldham forwards 
were dominant and 
determined in their quest 
to hold their own with one 
of the biggest packs in the 
competition.

Led by second-rower 

Sebastien Planas, the 
Toulouse forwards were a 
formidable force with stand-
out performers in French Test 
hooker Charles Bouzinak, 
Kiwi prop Tyla Hepi, Aussie 
second-row man Rhys 
Curran and a monster of a 
man coming off the bench, 
Constantine Mika.

Had Oldham’s forwards 
showed even a hint of 
weakness they would have 
been bossed and bullied and 
intimidated to the point of 
capitulation.

In the event, they stood 
their ground, tackled like 
men possessed, fought fire 
with fire, produced big hits 
galore and restricted a side 
that put 58 points on them in 
Toulouse to two tries -one of 
them a ‘softie’ near the end 
when they let Bouzinac slip 
in from dummy-half close to 
the line.

Every Oldham forward did 
a superb job, but special 
credit to terrier Thompson, 
tackler supreme and back 
to his best after a lean spell, 
and to young Adebiyi, whose 
power on the drive in his 
second spell was particularly 
noteworthy.

Outside of the pack, 
Oldham’s threequarters were 
almost as physical and as ‘up 
for the challenge’ as were the 
men in the middle.

Marguerite and Ader, the 
French centres, were given 
a battering by Tyson and 

WHO famously said: “You don’t 
win anything with kids.”?

ADAM Neal suffered a broken jaw in a thrilling encounter 
at Bower Fold which we won 14-12 on Sunday, July 2. 
Olympique beat us 58-18 in Toulouse on Saturday, April 
8, but we made amends here at Bower Fold three months 
later and now both clubs will be up for the decider in a 
vital Kingstone Press Championship Shield encounter.
If it’s half as tense and exciting as the last one it will be a 
belter and this is how the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE 
reported a game that turned the form book upside down:
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Oldham 14, Toulouse 12

Gee, the latter stepping in 
as captain in the absence 
of Gareth Owen and 
Scott Leatherbarrow and 
leading by example - not 
a completely error-free 
performance but one which 
underlined the dogged 
determination of this Oldham 
side to avenge their defeat 
on French soil a couple of 
months ago.

Back then, Toulouse were 
served by two wonderful 
half-backs in Jon Ford, an 
Aussie, and Frenchman Stan 
Robin.

Without this injured pair to 
lead them around the park, 
they were but a pale shadow 
of the attacking force they 
once were, but that should 
take nothing away from 
what Oldham achieved on a 
significant day for the club in 
terms of ending an eight-
match losing streak and 
building confidence for the 
battles ahead.

A key part of that were the 
young halves, Wood and 
Hewit, who shouldered 
a lot of responsibility in 

Leatherbarrow’s absence.

Wood had a first-rate game 
on attack, defence and as a 
field kicker with a big boot, 
while Hewitt constantly 
pummelled the left-side 
touchline to set up good field 
position and did well with his 
goalkicking after a nervously-
struck first shot which he 
pulled wide.

Oldham were off to a good 
start with Kenny Hughes 
twice held up over the 
visitors’ line before they 
opened the scoring after 
quarter of an hour. Hewitt 
switched the direction 
of attack in the Toulouse 
20-metre zone and 
Thompson found Nield 
powering through on the 
burst.

His surge took him through a 
gap and across the line for an 
unconverted try which must 
have given the home side 
immense confidence.

Crunching tackles  by 
Thompson on Marguerite 
and Tyson on Maurel brought 
high-fives all round, but a 
rare mistake, and then an 
infringement, gave Toulouse 
momentum and they went 
in front with a Planas try, 
goaled by Kheirallah.

Highlights of the remainder 
of the first half were excellent 
defensive covering by Luke 
Adamson and a spectacular, 
one-handed collection of a 
Toulouse kick by Nield, who 
looked safe and self-assured 

in everything he did.

Oldham had the slope in 
their favour in the second 
half and they made it count 
to put constant pressure 
on the visitors’ defence, 
culminating in a second try 
when Langtree sent Tyson 
powering through a huge 
hole for a try which Hewitt 
improved on the an gle.

New-boy Wilkinson, off the 
bench, started to terrorise 
Toulouse’s marker system at 
the ruck and as Oldham kept 
up their momentum Hewitt 
added two penalty goals, 
the first after a bad tackle on 
Langtree, the next one when 
Bouzinac slowed down Gee’s 
recycle.

At 14-6 with 15 minutes to 
go, Roughyeds were in a 
commanding position, but 
Toulouse wouldn’t go away 
and when Bouzinac squeezed 
in from dummy half and 
Kheirallah kicked the goal it 
set the scene for a tense final 
few minutes.

This time Oldham managed 
to hold on and the 
celebrations could begin.

Kenny Hughes George Tyson
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The Main Event - Guest 
Speaker Anthony Crolla
Meet, greet & have 
your photograph
taken with the  
Million Dolla Man!

Former WBA Lightweight World Champion Boxer

Anthony “Million Dolla” Crolla

Come and Celebrate  
our 20th Anniversary! 
Friday 3rd November 2017 • 6.30pm

An evening with local boxing hero  
and former World WBA Champion 
Anthony “Million Dolla” Crolla
20th Anniversary Gala Dinner
Queen Elizabeth Hall • Dress Code: Ladies Glitz & Glamour, Men Lounge Suit • Superb 3 Course Dinner

Live Entertainment, DJ & Table Magician, plus goodie bag for all! Meet the coaching staff & players..!

Bookings being taken NOW! Phone 07904 898177 or email enquiries@roughyeds.co.uk

Limited Availability of VIP & Sponsorship Packages 
VIP Drinks Reception & Photo Opportunities, starting at 6.00pm! Book early to avoid disappointment.

 £450+VAT

 

 for a table of  
10 Guests 
£45+VAT per single ticket 

EST. 
1997199720TH ANNIVERSARY

 O
LDHAM R.L.F.C

.              

ARYYRYR

Oldham A3 Poster - Gala Dinner.indd   1 30/08/2017   10:37
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CLUB chairman Chris 
Hamilton has praised the 
work of our late-season 
new boys, who came in 
just before the signing 
deadline following a 
spate of serious injuries 
that claimed  Scott 
Turner, Phil Joy, Adam 
Neal, Danny Langtree, 
Richard Lepori, Gareth 
Owen and Kieran Gill.

Matty Wilkinson came 
on a permanent deal 
after being released by 
Salford and he figured 
prominently in the 22-22 
draw at Batley Bulldogs, 
as did young loan 
signings Liam Bent, Sadiq 
Adebiyi, Luke Hooley and 
Ben Morris.

Kameron Pearce-Paul 
didn’t play at Batley, but 
he was back in the side 
at Rochdale last Monday 
and he contributed 
significantly to the 
battling 30-24 triumph.

So, too, did Kam’s London 
Broncos team mate 

‘Sid’ Adebiyi, Salford’s 
workaholic back-rower 
Liam Bent, Wakefield 
Trinity’s 19-year-old 
full-back Luke Hooley 
and Ben Morris from St 
Helens, who was at right 
centre.

Wilkinson’s dummy-half 
scoot put Joe Burke in for 
the fist of our five tries, 
while Luke Hooley scored 
the game-breaker after 
Dave Hewitt’s last-tackle 
razzle-dazzle.

THREE POINTS FROM 
FOUR ON AWAY TRIPS 
TO BATLEY AND 
ROCHDALE IS A HAUL 
THAT AUGURS WELL FOR 
THE BATTLES TO COME.

The new lads are doing us 
proud as Chris was quick 
to acknowledge after the 
magnificent fightback at 
Batley.

He said: “It takes time 
for new players to settle 
in, get to know their 
team mates, learn new 
structures and generally 
find their feet.

“ They’ve all acquitted 
themselves really well in a 
tough competition. They 
knew it would be hard. 
They didn’t come thinking 
it would be a doddle, but 
every one of them has 
embraced it and is doing 
really well.”

New boys playing crucial 
roles in our battle to beat 
the drop

DIVING to glory... Luke Hooley scores the decisive late try at Rochdale.
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Oldham Rugby League Heritage Trust 
The “ton up” boys!    (as at August 20th 2017) 

 

Sam Gee recently made his 100th appearance for the “new” club and 
became the 20th player to do so. In keeping with the occasion 

Sammy’s photo is from the match against Toulouse on July 2nd.   

1. Liam Thompson  101    
2. Neil Roden           295    
3. Phil Joy                106 
4. Jason Clegg         148 
5. Lee Doran            112 
6. Jon Goddard       111 
7. Paul O’Connor    108 
8. Danny Langtree  122 
9. Phil Farrell          125 
10. Gavin Dodd       129   

11. Kenny Hughes    119 
12. John Hough        228  
13. Michael Ward     151 
14. Jason Boults        193 
15. Keith Brennan    105 
16. Danny Guest       105 
17. Gareth Barber    138 
18. Lucas Onyango  108 
19. Joe McNicholas  103 
20. Sam Gee              103   
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Our Visitors
Toulouse Olympique

Monday’s 32-16 
victory over Sheffield 
Eagles in Blagnac has 
confirmed that Toulouse 
will finish top of the 
Championship Shield 
table in 2017.  A home 
semi-final fixture is 
therefore assured 
for the French side 
as they push to win 
the competition in its 
knock-out finale.

Fine margins have 
appeared to make all the 
difference in the 2017 
Championship season, a 
fact not lost on Oldham 
fans. Toulouse must have 
dared to think a place in 
the qualifiers was on the 
table as they narrowly 
beat Featherstone 
Rovers on the final 
weekend of the regular 
season.

A nervous wait ensued 
because the only team 
that could leap-frog 
them, Halifax, were due 
to take on league leaders 
Hull KR at home on the 
following day.

Halifax duly upset the 
apple cart and turned-
over the Robins 28-6, 
jumped up into third 
spot and pinched a shot 
at Super League for the 
second time in three 
years.

It’s simple to see how 
Toulouse failed to finish 
in the top four at their 
first attempt. A late 
season blip in form saw 
them lose to London 
Broncos, Dewsbury 
Rams, Oldham and 
Halifax.  Injuries to 
key players may have 
been the root cause 
of the defeats and in 
particular the absence 
of talismanic Jonathon 
Ford would have been a 
big blow.

Our visitors have a 
record of three wins 
from four games in the 
current competition.  
Rochdale Hornets and 
Sheffield were beaten 
in France, Bradford 
Bulls defeated at Odsal.  

Only in-form Dewsbury 
have been able to take 
points from Toulouse at 
the Tetley’s Stadium in 
round 2.

Today’s two sides fought 
out a tense thriller 
here at Bower Fold in 
early July with Oldham 
coming out on top 14-12.  
That result avenged a 
58-18 Toulouse win in 
France played out in the 
early spring sunshine.

This afternoon, Toulouse 
will want to keep-up 
the winning momentum 
to win the Shield 
competition.  Oldham 
will be fighting tooth 
and nail for those 
precious two points. The 
team that most wants 
the win may well come 
out on top.
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Three to watch
Toulouse Olympique

Lynchpin of the Toulouse side, this talented 
player can operate in the halves or switch to 
full-back or centre. Born in New South Wales, 
Ford has represented the Cook Islands at 
international level. Named League 1 player of 
the year for 2016.

Jonathon Ford

26yr old half-back who started his career 
at Villeneuve Leopards.  Moved to Catalans 
Dragons in 2012 and made his Super 
League debut in 2015. Had a brief period 
with Sheffield Eagles in 2016 before joining 
Toulouse Olympique for 2017.

Unsung hero of the Toulouse pack, Curran 
regularly wins the man-of-the-match award 
for Toulouse. In his second season with the 
French side, this Australian player has scored 
15 tries in 24 appearances this year.

Stanislas Robin

Rhys Curran



 
Dedicated to all those who remember the ‘dream team’ of 1955. 

 
 

‘The Slumbering Giant.’ 
 
 

Owdam Roughyeds - ‘The Slumbering Giant’, slumbers on, 
Still dreaming of those glories, long since gone. 

 
With cups and trophies won, in a dream does flatter, 

In sleeping, still ‘Champions’, but on waking no such matter! 
 

(With apologies to William Shakespeare.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grant Somerville. 24th July 2017. 

GET YOUR SUMMER BASH TICKETS FROM ROUGHYEDS AND YOU'LL BE
SUPPORTING YOUR CLUB FINANCIALLY AS WELL AS IN PERSON

We hope to take a large
following to Blackpool next
Saturday, May 27 for our clash
with Hornets (2.30) in Summer
Bash. There are three more
games on the same day,
making tickets terrific value for
money.

The more tickets we sell the
better we do financially so it
helps YOUR club if you get
your tickets from us.

Season-ticket holders go free.
Saturday tickets for everybody
else (four games) cost £20 or
£30 (adults) and £10 or £15
(concessions).

To get your tickets ring
Roughyeds on 07904 898177
between 9.30am and 1.30pm
on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday next week 
and between 9.30am and
3.30pm on Friday. 

But hurry, tickets are selling
well and time is running out.

The players will wear, for this
match only, shirts sponsored
by TLH Auctioneers of
Chadderton --- the latest
addition to our sponsorship
portfolio.

TODAY'S game and the
next two -- versus
Rochdale and Swinton  -
-- represent three of the
most important clashes
of the season, given that
Batley and our two
derby rivals are close to
us in the Championship
table.
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Owdam Roughyeds - ‘The Slumbering Giant’, slumbers on,
Still dreaming of those glories, long since gone.

With cups and trophies won, in a dream does flatter,
In sleeping, still ‘Champions’, but on waking no such matter!

(With apologies to William Shakespeare.)
Grant Somerville. 24th July 2017.

Dedicated to all those who remember the ‘dream team’ of 1955.

‘The Slumbering Giant’



20th anniversary

FOR NEW MOBILE & ONLINE CUSTOMERS

UP TO

£50 FREE BET*

USE PROMO CODE: F50

BET IN-PLAYDOWNLOAD 
THE APP

*Offer not available in shops. Correct promo code must be entered. Singles only. Free bet expires after 7 days. Void bets do not count. 
Stake not returned on winning free bets. Ladbrokes rules apply. For full terms and conditions visit ladbrokes.com/tc/50freebet

7388 CHALLENGE CUP DTA AD indd   1 12/01/2017   15:00
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Sunday 5

Sunday 12

Sunday 19

Sunday 26

Sunday 5

Sunday 12

Saturday 18

Sunday 26

Sunday 7

Sunday 21

Saturday 27

Sunday 2

Saturday 8

Friday 14

Monday 17

Sunday 23

Sunday 30

Date Time Opponents Result Attn.

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

1.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

6pm CET

3.00pm

7.30pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

2.30pm

Sheffield Eagles

Featherstone Rovers

London Broncos

Hull Kingston Rovers

Dewsbury Rams

Rochdale Hornets

Challenge Cup Round 4
Haydock ARLFC

Batley Bulldogs

Bradford Bulls

Toulouse Olympique

Swinton Lions

Halifax RLFC

Challenge Cup Round 5
Featherstone Rovers

Dewsbury Rams

London Broncos

Batley Bulldogs

Rochdale (Summer Bash)

W 26:10

L 6:8

L 18:20

L 0:48

Postponed

D 26:26

W 40:12

L   10:50

W 26:22 

L 18:58

W 22:18

L 14:16

L 4:30

W 28:24

L 12:74A

H

Blackpool

500 

1,691 

1,752 

804

1,364 

1,408

691

668

1783

558

7268

tbc

1087

743

781

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

H

A

A

A

Sunday 4

Sunday 11

Sunday 18

Wed 21

Sunday 25

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

8.00pm

3.00pm

Swinton Lions

Hull Kingston Rovers

Halifax RLFC

Dewsbury Rams

Bradford Bulls

A

H

H

H

A

Sunday 2

Sunday 9

Sunday 16

Sunday 23

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

Toulouse Olympique

Featherstone Rovers

Sheffield Eagles

Rochdale Hornets

H

H

A

H

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY
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L 28:48 578

----

628

1,066

809

575

3,708

L 28:38

L 4:26

L 24:32    

L 12:30   

L 16:20 

L 12:47 

W 14:12

L 14:32

L 28:42

L 24:34

519

851

329

891
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Some 
things are 
better 
together...

IN PAPER - ONLINE - DIGITAL

Oldham’s education magazine: Nov 2016

A bite of the Big Apple
Hulme GS girls had a blast on a visit to
New York City - page 8

Tables turned
Gemmer Crozier didn’t apply herself at
school. Now she helps others to do just
that - page 10

Big-bird brain
Royton and Crompton School pupil Ewan
Holborn went several steps better than a
pet budgie - centre pages

Online help for pupils
Schools sign up for growing support
service, Kooth - page 16

How about some balloon art?
Hathershaw teachers get in on the fun
stuff - page 20

Thinking back
We ask gold Olympian Nicola White how
she enjoyed school, and other questions
- back page

The
race
of his
life
Could Matt Walls
follow in the
footsteps of our
gold Olympians?
- pg 19

OLDHAM BUSINESS

S e r i o u s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s

New
build
Verity Ellidge, the 
more than  
acceptable face 
of Pearsons

News Analysis Features Opinion People Events

In this issue: Something about sponsors, pg 5; something about working, pg 8 
Something about business, pg 19, something else interesting, page 27
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 OLDHAM BUSINESS

S e r i o u s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s

New
build
Verity Ellidge, the 
more than  
acceptable face 
of Pearsons

News Analysis Features Opinion People Events

In this issue: Something about sponsors, pg 5; something about working, pg 8 
Something about business, pg 19, something else interesting, page 27

EDGEEDGEEDGEEDGEEDGEEDGEEDGEEDGEEDGEEDGE
 OLDHAM BUSINESS

S e r i o u s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s

Fair
deal 
Ryder & Dutton’s 
Verity Ellidge 
talks property  
negotiation
page 8

News Analysis Features Opinion People Events

Inside: Financial and legal under one roof, pg 11; Ultimate’s graduates, pg 16; 
Building tradition, pg 21; Health needs and wants, pg 29 and much more

Autumn/winter 2016

The Oldham Chronicle - Much more than a local paper

Contact us to arrange a campaign

0161 633 2121
advertising@oldham-chronicle.co.uk

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk  www.facebook.com/oldhamchronicle
@OldhamChronicle www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk

www.facebook.com/oldhamchronicle @OldhamChronicle
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OLDHAM
RLFC

1. Scott Turner ORSA 1. Mark Kheirallah

2. Adam Clay Integra Consulting Engineers Ltd 2. Tony Maurel

3. George Tyson Mick Harrop 3. Bastien Ader

4. Nathan Chappell Pam Taylor / TTX 4. Gregory White

5. Jamel Chisholm buysportskit.com 5. Kuni Minga

6. Scott Leatherbarrow Grant & Sheila Somerville 6. Jonathon Ford

7. David Hewitt Hanlon & Wright 7. Stanislas Robin

8. Phil Joy Oldham Past Players Assoc. 8. Clément Boyer

9. Sam Gee John & Lynda McAndrew 9. Kaine Bentley

10. Adam Neal Jenny, Mike & Viv Travis 10. Bastien Canet

11. Jack Spencer Graeme Lee 11. Sébastien Planas

12. Danny Langtree Charlotte & Neil Hague 12. Rhys Curran

13. Liam Thompson ORSA 13. Andrew Bentley

14. Luke Adamson Oldham Past Players Assoc. 14. Mourad Kriouache

15. Liam Bent Dave & Val Webster 15. Maxime Puech

17. Richard Lepori Rita Walton 16. Tyla Hepi

18. Ben Davies Kappa 17. Junior Kalausa Leha

19. Joe Burke John & Lynda McAndrew 20. Paul Marcon

20. Gareth Owen Bev, Kelly & Paul Hulbert 21. Gavin Marguerite

21. Kenny Hughes Rita Walton 22. Levi Nzoungou

22. Danny Grimshaw Les & Eileen Davison 23. Justin Sangare

23. Craig Briscoe Nutrition X 24. Anthony Marion

24. Michael Ward David & Sylvia Patterson 26. Constantine Mika

26.  Kameron Pearce-Paul Gourmet Burger Kitchen 27. Charles Bouzinac

28.  Sadiq Adebiyi Dave and Val Webster 28. Louis Jouffret

 Steven Nield Clarice Stevens Ugo Perez

Matthew Wilkinson   Nutrition X Head Coach: Sylvain Houles

Connor Williams     ORSA

Luke Hooley MATCH OFFICIALS

Ben Morris Ref: 	 A Sweet

SCOTT NAYLOR - Head Coach Muse Developments Ltd TJ: 	 R Dolan

PETER CAREY - Assistant Coach Muse Developments Ltd TJ: 	 C Smith

Res ref: 	 A Marsh

Commissioner:  	 N Robinson

Time-keeper: 	 K Brown


